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ON A NEW DIRECTION IN THE ADAPTIVE RADIATION OF 
MASTODONTS. 

By 

A. BORISSIAK 
(Leni~ad). 

Plate III-V, 4 Figs. 

1\.e<~ent diseoveries and jnvestigatio11s both in the ()ld and in the New 
\Vorld offer aJ.n1ndant 1naterial for aseertaini11g the adaptive radiation, us 
well as the phylogenetic elassifieation of the .·Proboscidea. A general sum­
mary of n.ll such data \Ve are expeeting to obtain from IL F. OsBORN'S 

tnonogrH,ph; nlthough not yet e<nnpleted w·e may judge of the results nrrived 
at by the author fron1 n series of his preliminary observations on the subject 
nlready published . 

. A .. s n <-.ontribution to this U.Iltiuipated revievv n1ay not he without interest 
the remains deseribecl below of <L Mastodon from the Anchitherium-fauntt 
discovered last sunu11er (1927) in the marine ~Pehokrak beds (Middle Mio­
cene) of the Kuban region in North Caucasus. It 1nay be as well to mention 
that this would represent the eighth mammalian fauna fronl: the tertiary 
deposits of our Country, whieh in its riehness in vertebrate fossils annually 
increases in hnportn.nee. 

Platybelodon danovi n. gen. et sp .. 

(Plates III-V.) 

'l'he renHtins referred to of the new Mastodon are not abundant; all that 
is available 'for description consists for the present but of a fragment of the 
skull with n1olax-s of both sides nnd a nearly eomplete lower jaw, there 
are besides some separate teeth which apparently belong to the same species; 
the few bones of the skeleton, with the existence of another species in the 
same beds, cannot be so far referred with confidence to either. - The frag ... 
roent of the skull just n1entioned was not found in the immediate vicinity of 
the lower jaw, but at a certain distance frorn the latter, while the teeth of 
the skull exhibit a slightly lower degree of wear than those of the lower 
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