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LAST STAGE OF FRIEDRICH'S APPRENTICESHIP:
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(Conitinued. )

CHAPTER VI

KING AUGUST MEDITATING GREAT THINGS FOR POLAND.

In the Newyear's days of 1733, the topic among
diplomatic gentlemen, which set many big wigs wag-
ging, and even tremulously came out in the gray
leaves of gazetteers and garretteers of the period, was
a royal drama dimly supposed to be getting itself up
in Poland at this time. Nothing known about it for
certain; much guessed. ‘‘Something in the rumour!”
nods this wig; “Nothing!” wags that, slightly oseil-
lating; and gazetteers, who would earn their wages,
and have a peck of coals apiece to glad them in the
cold weather, had to watch with all eagerness the
movements of King August, our poor old friend, the
Dilapidated-Strong, who is in Saxony at present; but
bound for Warsaw shortly, — just about lifting the
curtain on important events, it is thought and not
thought. Here are the certainties of it, now clear
enough, so far as they deserve a glance from us.

Carlyle, Frederic the Great. V. 1
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