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GEORGE WASHINGTON.

CHAPTER L
WORKING FOR UNION.

HaviNG resigned his commission, Washington
stood not upon the order of his going, but went at
once to Virginia, and reached Mount Vernon the
next day, in season to enjoy the Christmas-tide at
home. It was with a deep sigh of relief that he
sat himself down again by his own fireside, for all
through the war the one longing that never left his
mind was for the banks of the Potomac. He loved
home after the fashion of his race, but with more
than common intensity,and the country life was
dear to him in all its phases. He liked its quiet
occupations and wholesome sports, and, like most
strong and simple natures, he loved above all an
open-air existence. He felt that he had earned
his rest, with all the temperate pleasures and em-
ployments that came with it, and he fondly be-
lieved that he was about to renew the habits which
he had abandoned for eight weary years. Four days
after his return he wrote to Governor Clinton :
“ The scene is at last closed. I feel myself eased of
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