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“ Passage O soul to I'ndia!

Eclaircise the myths Asiatic, the primitive fables.

Not you alone, proud truths of the world,

Nor you alone, ye facts of modern science,

But myths and fables of eld, Asia’s, Africa’s fables,

The far-darting beams of the spirit, the unloos'd dreams,

The deep diving bibles and legends,

The daring plots of the poets, the elder religions;

O you temples fairer than lilies pour’d over by the rising sun!

O you fables spurning the known, eluding the hold of the known,
mounting to heaven!

“Passage indeed O soul to primal thought,

Not lands and seas alone, thy own clear freshness,
The young maturity of brood and bloom,

To realms of budding bibles.

“Passage to more than India!
Are thy wings plumed indeed for such Jar flights ?
O soul, voyagest thou indeed on voyages like those?
Disportest thou on waters such as those?
Soundest below the Sanscrit and the Vedas?
Then have thy bent unleash’d.
Passage to you, your shores, ye aged fierce enigmas/
Passage to you, to mastership of you, ye strangling problems!
You, strew'd with the wrecks of skeletons, that, living, never
reach’d you.
Passage to more than Indial®.
WALT WHITMAN.
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PREFACE

F there is room for a new book on India and its faiths, that
certainly is not due to any lack of learned and excellent
treatments of the subject already obtainable. And the only
excuse I shall offer for adding to a long list is that I have sought
to deal with the subject from a point of view different from
that of most writers, and that I have found my interest center-
ing on aspects of India’s religious life not often emphasized in
our books upon that land. I am neither a Sanskritist nor a
missionary nor a convert to some Oriental cult; and that per-
haps constitutes my chief qualification for writing on India.
For I have had no axe to grind, and my interest has been cen-
tered on existing conditions, on present-day ideas and their
significance, and on the methods used by the different commu-
nities of India for religious education and religious reform. In
spite, therefore, of the many excellent works that have been
written on India, I conceive that there is still a place for a book
whose author’s preparation for his task has been, not in San-
skrit or missionary literature, but in the study of the general
problems of the psychology and philosophy of religion, and
who seeks to present Indian religious life as it is to-day, without
partisanship or antecedent bias. When I started for India it
was with no thought of writing a book on the land and its
faiths, but to gain fresh light on the psychology of religion
—a subject that had interested me for a dozen years. Before
I had been long in the country, however, I found I had col-
lected, from observation and from conversation with all sorts
of people, a considerable amount of information concerning
the religions of India which seemed to me most interesting
and which I, at least, had not found in books; and my wife
suggested that what had brought new insight to me might be
of interest to others also. Hence the writing of this book.

It is only right that I should here express my indebtedness
to a number of friends and acquaintances without whose assist-
ance this book would not have been worth writing. Most of

ix

D ~ ~ ~


http://rucont.ru/efd/120775
http://rucont.ru/efd/120775
http://rucont.ru/efd/120775
http://rucont.ru/efd/120775

