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PREFACE.

Tee Author of “Henry Dunbar” has to make the
same appeal to the critics which has been made by an
eminent novelist on a previous occasion, namely, not
to describe the plot. The story of “Henry Dunbar”
pretends to be nothing more than a story, the reveal-
ment of which is calculated to weaken the interest of
the general reader, for whose amusement the tale is
written.

So much has been said about sensation novels, and
their influence upon the tone of current literature, that
the Author feels it right to recall to the memory of
her readers the memorable declaration of Daniel Defoe:
“Throughout this book this fundamental is most strictly
adhered to: there is not a wicked action in any part
of it, but it is, first or last, rendered unhappy or un-
fortunate; there is not a superlative villain brought

upon the stage, but he is either brought to an unhappy
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