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TrE Teapot represented on the title-page seems en-
titled to special mention. Its inscription shows it to
be the gift of pupils to their Instructor, in the year
1788. The pupils were students of Harvard College;
the Instructor was Henry Flynt, Fellow and Tutor
from 1699 to 1754. The three nodules of flint on the
escutcheon belong to what are called in heraldry ¢ cant-
ing arms.”

Henry Flynt was a bachelor. The Teapot passed by
descent to his niece Dorothy (Quiney) Jackson, from
her to her daughter Mary (Jackson) Wendell, then
to her daughter Sarah (Wendell) Holmes, and from
her to her son, the present owner,

O. W. H.
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OVER THE TEACUPS.

L
INTRODUCTION.

THis series of papers was begun in March, 1888.
A single number was printed, when it was interrupted
by the course of events, and not resumed until nearly
two years later, in January, 1890. The plan of the
series was not formed in my mind when I wrote the
first number. In returning to my task I found that
my original plan had shaped itself in the underground
laboratory of my thought so that some changes had
to be made in what I had written. As I proceeded,
the slight story which formed a part of my programme
developed itself without any need of much contrivance
on my part. Given certain characters in a writer’s
conception, if they are real to him, as they ought to
be, they will act in such or such a way, according to
the law of their nature. It was pretty safe to assume
that intimate relations would spring up between some
members of our mixed company ; and it was not rash
to conjecture that some of these intimacies might end
in such attachment as would furnish us hints, at least,
of a love-story.

As to the course of the conversations which would
take place, very little could be guessed beforehand.
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