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PREFACE.

THESE VOLUMES have been written, in accordance
with the wish expressed to me by several persons, as a
connecting link between the close of Lord Macaulay’s
History of England and the commencement of that from
the Peace of Utrecht, which I published while still
bearing the title of Mahon. It is to be observed, that
Lord Macaulay did not live to complete, as was hoped,
the reign of William the Third. It is sometimes sup-
posed that he did so, since his final volume, as published
by his family, contains an excellent account of the last
illness and decease of the King. But this is only a
detached passage which stands separate from the rest.
Of the last part of that reign, a period of between one
and two years, there is unhappily with one other ex-

' ception no record from his pen, That deficiency has

here to be supplied. ‘
In the reign of Anne the main figure in war and
"politics—around which it may be said that all the


http://rucont.ru/efd/87856
http://rucont.ru/efd/87856
http://rucont.ru/efd/87856
http://rucont.ru/efd/87856

