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PREFACE

TO THE SECOND EDITION.

Ix the first edition of the present work, published in 1860,
I attempted to give a plain and practical statement of the prin-
ciples which govern the relations of the Greek Moods and
Tenses. Although many of these principles were established
beyond dispute, there were others (and these often the most ele-
mentary) upon which scholars had long held the most opposite
opinions. Upon many of these latter points I presented new
views, which seemed to me to explain the phenomena of the
language more satisfactorily than any that had been advanced.
The favorable opinion of scholars has confirmed my belief, that
some such attempt as I have made was demanded by the ris-
ing standard of classical scholarship in this country, and has
given me reason to hope that my labor has not been entirely a
thankless one.

The progress in grammatical science in this century has
been made step by step, like that in every other science; and
so it must long continue to be. He who imagines that every
important principle of Greek and Latin syntax is as well un-
derstood and as clearly defined as the rules for addition and
multiplication in Arithmetic, has not yet begun to learn. It is
no disparagement of even the highest scholars, therefore, to say
that they have left much of the most important work to be
lone by their successors.

The vague notions so often expressed on the Greek Moods,
even by scholars of otherwise high attainments, are in strange
contrast with the accuracy demanded by scientific scholarship
in other departments. If the study of language is to retain its
present place (or indeed any prominent place) in the mental
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i PREFACE.

discipline of youth, it must be conducted on strictly scientifie
principles, and above all with scientific accuracy. On no other
ground can we defend the course of elementary grammatical
training, which is the basis of all sound classical scholarship.
An elementary grammar should be as short as the best scholar
can make it, but it should be as accurate as a chapter in Geom-
etry. To those who cannot appreciate the importance of
accuracy in scholarship, or even distinguish it from pedantry,
to those who cannot see the superiority of the Greek in this
respect over Chinese or Choctaw, it is useless to speak; but
surely no scholar can fail to see that an accurate knowledge of
the uses of the Greek Verb, with its variety of forms, each ex-
pressing its peculiar shade of meaning, must be indispensable
to one who would understand the marvellous power of the
Greek language to express the nicest distinctions of thought.
One great cause of the obscurity which has prevailed on this
subject is the tendency of so many scholars to treat Greek syn-
tax metaphysically rather than by the light of common sense.
Since Hermann’s application of Kant’s Categories of Modality
to the Greek Moods, this metaphysical tendency has been con-
spicuous in German grammatical treatises, and has affected
many of the grammars used in England and America more
than is generally supposed. The result of this is seen not
merely in the discovery of hidden meanings which no Greek
writer ever dreamed of, but more especially in the invention of
nice distinctions between similar or even precisely equivalent
expressions. A new era was introduced by Madvig, who has
earned the lasting gratitude of scholars by his efforts to restore
Greek syntax to the dominion of common sense. Madvig is
fully justified in boasting that he was the first to give full and
correct statements on such elementary matters as the meaning
of the Aorist Optative and Infinitive, and the construction of dre
and &s in oratio obliqua; although Professor Sophocles dis-
tinetly recognized the same principles in his Grammar, published
later in the same year with Madvig's (1847). I can hardly
express my great indebtedness to Madvig’s Syntax der griechi-
schen Sprache, and to bis Bemerkungen iiber eintge Puncte der
griechischen Wortfiiqungslehre (in a supplement to the Philolo-
gus, Vol. IL). The works of this eminent scholar have aided
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PREFACE. il

me not only by the material which they have afforded as a
basis for the present work, but also by the valuable suggestions
with which they abound.

Next to Madvig, I must acknowledge my obligations to
Kriiger’s Griechische Sprachlehre, which has everywhere sup-
plied me with important details and most excellent examples.
I have been frequently indebted to the other grammarians,
who need not be specially mentioned. Bzumlein’s Unter-
suchungen tiber die grieckischen Mods reached me after the print-
ing of the first edition was begun. I have often been indebted
to his valuable collection of examples, and have derived many
hints from his special criticisms; I regret that I cannot agree
with the general principles to which he refers the uses of each
mood, especially as his criticisms of the prevailing German the-
ories on this subject are most satisfactory and instructive. I am
indebted to the personal advice and suggestions of my learned
colleague, Professor Sophocles, in the preparation of both
editions, for information which no books could have supplied.

X must acknowledge the following special obligations. The
notes on the tenses of the Indicative in Chapter IL. are based
mainly on Kriiger, § 58. The chapters on the Infinitive and
Participle are derived chiefly from Madvig’s Syntax (Chapters
V. and VL), and partly from Kriiger, § 55, § 56. The note
on the Future Optative after 8rws, &e. (§ 26, Note 1) contains
the substance of Madvig’s Bemerkungen, pp. 27 -29; and the
account of the various constructions that follow verbs of in-
drance and preventton (§ 95, 2 and 3) is based on the same
work, pp. 47 — 66. The statement of the principles of indirect
discourse (Chapter IV. Section IV.) was written in nearly its
present form before Madvig’s Syntax reached me; and I was
strongly confirmed in the views there expressed, by finding
that they agreed almost exactly with those of Madvig. I was
anticipated by him in my statement of the occasional use of the
Present Optative to represent the Imperfect, and in my quota-
tion of DEM. in Onet. I. 869, 12 to illustrate it. I am entirely
indebted to him, however, for the statement of the important
principle explained in § 74, 2.

It remains to. state what new material the present work pro-
fesses to offer to scholars. The most important and most
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