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ADVERTISEMENT. :

THE following pages were prepared for the sole pur-
pose of forming an introduction to the foreign com-
munications contained in the Appendix to the Poor-
Law Report. Their separate publication was not
thought of until they had been nearly finished.
When it was first suggested to me, I felt it to be ob-
jectionable, on account of their glaring imperfections,
if considered as forming an independent work, and
the impossibility of employing the little time which
can be withdrawn from a profession, in the vast task
of giving even an outline of the provision for the poor,
and the condition of the labouring classes, in the
whole of Europe and America. But the value and
extent of the information which, even in their pre-
sent incomplete state, they contain, and the import-
ance of rendering it more accessible than when
locked up in the folios of the Poor-Law Appendix,
have overcome my objections. The only addition
which I have been able to make is a translation of

the French documents.
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iv ADVERTISEMENT.

I cannot conclude without expressing my sense of
the zeal and intelligence with which the inquiry has
been prosecuted by his Majesty’s diplomatic Minis-
“ters and Consuls, and of the active and candid as-
sistance which has been given by the foreign Go-

vernments.
Nassau W. SENIOR.

Lincoln’s Inn, June 10, 1835.
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