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The Council of the Shakespeare Society desire it to be understood
that they are not answerable for any opinions or observations that
may appear in the Society’s publications; the Editors of the several
works being alone responsible for the same.
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PREFACE.

My attention was called to the subject discussed in
the following essay, by a critique in the Zimes* (June
12, 1841), in which, lamenting that no commentator
on Shakespeare, since Warburton, had attempted to eluci-
date ‘‘ the famous passage of the Mermaid on a Dolphin’s
back,” the writer proceeds to observe: ¢ yet those who
are impressed with the singular beauty of the passage
(and who are not?) would have been glad to have re-
ceived at his hands some contribution, however slight,
or at least to have seen the result of his own considera-
tion of the conflicting arguments of Warburton and Rit-
son, and of the other commentators, not forgetting Mr.
Boaden, who has written ingeniously and learnedly on
the passage.”

A challenge from a quarter so popular as the 7%mes
seemed to me to indicate a demand more extensive than
that of the individual critic; and, my occasional studies
having previously led me to a careful investigation of the
subject, I thought I could not do better than add “my
contribution, however slight,” towards the elucidation of

* On Mr. Halliwell’s ingenious Essay on the Midsummer Night’s
Dream. -
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