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PREFACE

MANY years ago, at a time of great bereavement,
I began jotting down these Recollections of a long
life, two-thirds of which have been spent in the
diplomatic service. My purpose then was to find
some relief from the present in living over again,
as it were, the remoter, untroubled past.

Later on, under very different and happier
circumstances, I was led to complete the narra-
tivee. The earlier part of it' required much
revision, and some portions had to be entirely
re-written. My story must now stand as it is,
with all its imperfections, and, I think I may
fairly claim, its sincerity.

t T began writing these Recollections at Nice in the early part
of 1873
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