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¢“Mr. Gardiner’s book is a very good one. We can recommend it to any one
who desires a fair and reasonable history of the time.”—=Saturday Review.

‘“We thank Mr. Gardiner much for his able, intelligent, and interesting book.
‘We will not do him the injustice to say it is the best history of the period which
it covers ; it is the only history.” —Spectator.

¢ Mr. Gardiner's history is a very good one. It is both full and fair, planned
and written in a manly spirit, and with diligent use of the materials within
reach.”—The Reader.

¢“ In these volumes Mr. Gardiner has displayed deep research as well as sound
judgment. Every statement made is supported by documentary evidence, and
many a new light is thrown upon hitherto dark places. Mr. Gardiner puts the
characters of Cecil, Bacon, Coke, and other men of the time graphically before his
readers, details the steps by which Ulster was colonised and the Scottish Kirk
brought temporarily under the thumb of the State, treats of benevolences and mo-
nopolies, Spdnish intrigues and Spanish pensions, and pronounces opinions on
Baneroft, Abbot, Laud, Raleigh, Monson, Somerset, Villiers, &c. The work
must at once take its place as the standard history of the period to which it
relates.” —United Service Magazine.

““The period of English history treated of in this work is of special interest to
those who wish to understand the great struggle of the seventeenth century.
Much thought and vast labour have evidently been expended by the author upon
this work ; and he has, in particular, taken considerable pains in drawing the
character of the celebrated Earl of Salisbury, and in defining the peculiar preju-
dices and principles of the day. The author has shown discretion and judgment
in the preparation of his work, and it will exercise a serious influence on the
reader’s mind.”—OQbserver.

HURST AND BLACKETT, PUBLISHERS, 13, GREAT MARLBOROUGH ST.


http://rucont.ru/efd/88139
http://rucont.ru/efd/88139
http://rucont.ru/efd/88139
http://rucont.ru/efd/88139

D ~ ~ v

PRINCE CHARLES

AND

THE SPANISH MARRIAGE
1617—1623.

A CHAPTER OF EXNGLISH HISTORY,

FOUNDED PRINCIPALLY UPON UNPUBLISHED DOCUMENTS
IN THIS COUNTRY, AND IN THE ARCHIVES OF
SIMANCAS, VENICE, AND BRUSSELS.

BY

SAMUEL RAWSON GARDINER,

AUTHOR OF THE ““ HISTORY OF ENGLAND FROM THE ACCESSION OF JAMES L TO THE DISGRACE OF
CHIEF JUSTICE COKE,”

IN TWO VOLUMES.
VOL. L

LONDON:

HURST AND BLACKETT, PUBLISHERS,
13, GREAT MARLBOROUGH STREET.
1869.

The Right of Treuslation is Reserved,


http://rucont.ru/efd/88139
http://rucont.ru/efd/88139
http://rucont.ru/efd/88139
http://rucont.ru/efd/88139

LONDON
BRADBURY, EVANS, AND (0., PRINTERS, WEITEFRIARS.


http://rucont.ru/efd/88139
http://rucont.ru/efd/88139
http://rucont.ru/efd/88139
http://rucont.ru/efd/88139

D ~ ~ v

PREFACE.

—_——

THE wooing of princes is not in itself more worthy of
a place in history than the wooing of ordinary men; and
there is certainly nothing in Charles’s own character
which would lead us to make any exception in his
favour. But the Spanish alliance, of which the hand
of the Infanta was to have been the symbol and the
pledge, was a great event in our history, though chiefly
on account of the consequences which resulted from it
indirectly. When the marriage was first agitated, the
leading minds of the age were tending in a direction
adverse to Puritanism, and were casting about in search
of some system of belief which should soften down the
asperities which were the sad legacy of the last genera-
tion. 'When it was finally broken off, the leading minds
of the age were tending in a precisely opposite direction,
and that period of our history commenced which led up
to the anti-episcopalian fervour of the Long Parliament,
to the Puritan monarchy of Cromwell, and in general to
the re-invigoration of that which Mr. Matthew Arnold has
called the Hebrew element in our civilisation.

If, therefore, the causes of moral changes form the
most interesting subject of historical investigation, the
events of these seven years can yield in interest to but
few periods of our history. In the miserable catalogue
of errors and of crimes it is easy to detect the origin of
that repulsion which moulded the intellectual concep-
tions, as well as the political action, of the rising gene-
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