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{* IlpuxmtoueHne HCTHHHOE, ciyuuBlicecs B Ilosblie M paccka3aHHOE MHE MOUM MPHUSATEINIEM,
oduiiepoM pycCcKoi cIyKObl, KBapTUPOBABIIMM B TaMOIIHEM Kpaio. MeHS OpOoCHIM TMEepPEeMEHHUTb MECTO
NEeMCTBUS 10 MPUYMHAM, KOTOPBIE HE CMEI 5. HE YBaXUTh.-- J1. }

MpbI BCTpeTWIMCh B TIEPBBIM pa3 ¢ POACTBEHHHMKOM HecuacTHoro Jleonca Ha Cmacckoi mysxkaiike. He
3HAI0, YTO BJIEKJIO HAC JIPYT KO JIPYTY,-- S MOUYBCTBOBAI K HEMY KaKyIO-TO B3aMMHOCTH; OH TTOJFOOMIT MEHs !

JKenTeiit nHCT maman Ha 3€MIIIO; Cepble Ty4d OeXalld MO BO3AYLITHOMY MPOCTPAHCTBY, U CKOPO OCEHBb
CKa3ajach HaM B YHBUIOM 3aBbIBaHMM BETpoB. HOBBIM 3HakOMell MOBEpHUI MHE B CHE BpeMs TalHbI
OCHPOTEBILIETO CEP/ILIA, TOBEPUII TOJIBKO Ha rpode Apyra. [locie Toro He0Aro TOMUJICS OH caM B O€THOM 1010IIH
Halei u otaan 6ory Iyury, KoTopas yxe 0ojiee rojia; TOCKOBaja 1o MUJIOM, He3a0BEHHOM Oparte.

S pacckaxy BaM B HECKOJBKHX CIIOBaX HCTOPHUIO JIIOOBM HECYAaCTHOTO €ro PpOJACTBEHHHKA; OHa
3aHUMAaTENbHA JIJIs1 CEPJIel] YyBCTBUTEIbHBIX.

Jleonc 6wt B [leTepOypre, Koraa MpUILIO K HEMY U3BECTHE O CMEPTH MaTepu €ro. Beskuii CbIH MOXKET
MMOBEPUTh, KaK Cpaswjia €ro cus rpomoBas BecTb. [loTepsATh BMecCTe M Jpyra M HAacCTaBHHILY, Pa3pyLIUTh TaKk
CKOPO BCE MUIIbIE MEUTHI OYIyIIEro, OCUPOTETh B TAKUX IBETYIIHX JIETaX ObLIO ObI CIUIIKOM XECTOKHM YIapOM
JUISL BCSIKOTO XOJIOJHOTO CEpJla; IMOCYJIHUTE XK€ O COCTOSHUU JleoHca, HEKHOro, 4yBCTBUTEJIBHOTO ChIHA!
[Ipusitenu B yTelmleHWE €My TOBOPWJIM 00 OCTaBIIEMCsl OTIE; a CepJlleé HEeCYaCTHOTO MOJIOJIOTO YeNOBEeKa
oTBevasio uM: JIeoHCy, ObITh CUPOTOI BEeYHO!..

l'ox mpomrymMen y»e CBUHIIOBBIMHM KPBUIbSIMU HAJl TOJIOBOIO €r0, CO BPEMEHHU KaK MaTh €r0 CKOHYAIach;
HO MHJIBIA, OJIeTHBIN 00pa3 ee Bce eIle MEUTAJICS HeCYaCTHOMY B TYMaHHOM IPH3pPAKe; €Ile MeYaIbHbIN rpod
CTOSUI B OTJAJICHUU M TOMHBIN T0OJIOC aHAXOPETOB MPOTIATUBAICS IOJ MPAYHBIMH CBOJIAMH; €IlI€ HE CMEJ OH,
Ka3aJ0Ch, OTHIATH TyO CBOMX OT OJIEJICHENBIX yCT OecuieHHou! VckpeHHOCTh medanu JIeoHCOBOM TpoHysa ero
MpUsITEeNell; OHU CTapaluch YHOTPEOUTH THICAYY CIMOCOOOB Ha €€ pa3BliCYCHHE, THICSAYM IMyTEH HCKAIU K €ro
cepuy, 4ToObl HalTH OJMH, KOTOPBIA MOT Obl BO3BpPAaTHTh €ro CBETY W paccyaky. Hudrto He umeno cBoero
NEUCTBUA -- U JIeoHe, Kak U MPexkKIe, OCTAJICS BEPEH CBOEH TOPECTH.

Bckope cimyuaii npusBait ero B oM r-ku T *; OoraToil BIOBBI M COCENIKM €ro MO0 JIepeBHAM. Tam cepale
Jleonca pacugeno; tam JleoHe MOYYyBCTBOBAJ LIEHY >KM3HU M y3HaJl BTOPUYHO, YTO CYLIECTBO HAILE KPACUTCS
TOJIBKO cyIiecTBoM japyroro. OH yBumen AraTy, MUJIYIO JI0Yb HOBOM 3HAKOMKH CBOCH, MONIOOMI €€ M ObLI
CYACTJIMB B3aMMHOCTBIO. AraTa 0 CEMHAJIaTOW BECHBbI CBOEH Oblia *HBa, Kak MoAHeOeCHas J1acTouka; HO C
caMOl MMHYTHI, KOrja nokasaicsa JIeoHe, BECEIOCTh HEBUHHBIX JIET MCUE3JIa U MECTO €€ 3aCTylnja KpOoTKas
yHBIIOCTh. YacTo OomblMe YepHbBIE TJia3a €€ C HEKHOCTHUIO BCTPEYATUCh CO B30pPaMH MOJIOJIOTO YENIOBEKa,
cTapajiuch y0eratb X M OmATh Uckanu ¢ Humu BcTperuThes. Besnge HaXoAMIUCh OHM OJUH VIS IPYTOro: BO
MHOTOJIIOJICTBE TIOYUTANN ce0sl TOIBKO BABOEM; B YEIWHEHUH 3a0bIBAIM O CBETE M €ro OnecTsmmx 3abaBax. I -
xa T *, XoTd ceMb JIIOCTPOB COWIa B JKM3HH CBOEW™, ObUIa elle MpHUBS3aHAa K IIYMHBIM YIOBOJBCTBHSIM U
Ha0II0/1a1a co BCEIO0 TOYHOCTHUIO MPMIIMYUS TaK Ha3bIBaeMoro xopoiero Tona. [lotomy citydanoch HepeaKo, 4YTo
MpeKpacHas J0Yb €€ OCTaBaJlach HaelWHE C HalKUM JIeOHCOM M CTaporo CBoero TeTKor. Hukakue TalHbI HE
ObUTH COKPBITHI APYT OT Apyra; yIpaKHEHUs, TOJKHOCTU CEMEUCTBEHHbIE, 3a0aBbl, TPY/bI -- BCE OBLIO MEXIY
HUMHU B pasjiesie; HeBUHHbIE JIIOOOBHUKHU BEJIH Jlaxke 00a B OTHOM >KypHaJie® mpouciecTBus KU3HU cBoeil. Yacto
TEeTKa 3acTaBajia X B Ty CaMyl0 MHUHYTY, Korja pyka JleoHcoBa BoAMIIa HEKHOIO PYKOIO AraThl, Bcerga c
n00pOoayIITEM BHIPBIBAJIa y HAIIMX JIPY3€i OBEPEHHBIC TUCTKA U HAXOAWJIa Ha HUX Cleayromue 3amedanus: "B
TaKOW-TO JIeHb, B TAKOW-TO 4ac s MO0 TeOsi. MHe BEpHIIOCH TOT/Ia, YTO MaTyIIKa ¢ AraToii CHU3CIaia MHE
IOyIIy CBOIO B 00pa3e HEOECHOTO JKHUTENs, W 5, KaK JOOpbI XpHUCTUAHWUH, HE OTPEKAIOCh JaKe TEmeph OT
npexHe Bephl cBoeil”. "JIBa cep/illa O4eHb XOpOUIO Pa3yMEIOT APYr Apyra, He ToBopsi HU cioBa'. "B neBsTh
9acoB BeUepa XOAWJA si ¢ TETYIIKOW Ha OCTpoB ***. CaMblii HEKHBIM MyX JIOKHUJIICS pSIaMU BOKPYT OTIHBA
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