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MAD DUMARESQ.

CHAPTER I
The Dumaresgs at Home.

A wirp, Ditter night in March: the wind howling
round the houses in the squares, and the rain pelting
as itonly can pelt in the British Isles and the Burmese
Iimpire, where they get up an excellent imitation of
an Inglish shower for nine months in the year. Down
it comes, hitting the wet and shining pavements so
mereilessly that it sounds like hail, and cach drop as
it touches earth springs up again, and forms a tiny
waterspout.  The gutters run continuously with a red
greasy compound of liquid clay, and from end to end
of Brook Street there is not an umbrella or a cal to
be seen.

It is not an evening to tempt even the poor to
venture forth to gain their daily bread, and yet the
rich have braved it in order to obtain what they get
cvery day---a dinner.

Every one, that is, every one who is any one,
knows Lady Olivia and Colonel Dumares’s dinner
parties, and Coloncel Dumares intends that they shall
be so known—-and appreciated.
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