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PREFACE.

T was inevitable that the writer of this volume,
while passing over some old ground, in his
search for the Sources of Information, should
have occasionally struck into the channels

founcd by his predecessors, while projecting a line of
his own. But the Author can conscientiously declare
that he has at all times penetrated to the fountain-head
for his facts, and has not tapped the reservoirs of others
on his way. In any instances in which the opinions or
views of writers are quoted, due acknowledgment is
made in the text or by notes. '

This volume, as its title indicates, is a Romance of
Engineering ; a consideration of the non-technical and
anecdotal aspect of road-making, railway-making, and
other early Engineering Works. It is not intended,
primarily, for students, but for the large classes of
youthful and middle-aged readers who desire to know
something of the means in the past which have tended
to sccure the civilization of the present.



http://rucont.ru/efd/130589
http://rucont.ru/efd/130589
http://rucont.ru/efd/130589
http://rucont.ru/efd/130589

CONTENTS.

THE ROMANCE OF THE HIGHWAY.

CHAPTER 1.

ANCIENT Ro0ADS AND PATHS. — OLD BRIDGES AND TIEIR

ASSOCIATIONS.—FORDS AND FERRIES . . . . .

CHAPTER IIL

RoAaDS AND TRAFFIC IN EIGHTEENTH CENTURY.—HoOUNSLOW
HeaTH AND HIGHWAYMEN.— “ON THE RoaD.” —THE
PIONEERS OF ENGINEERING — EDWARDS AND METCALF:
“BLIND JACK” . . . . . .. ..

CHAPTER IIL

OLnp Scorcit RoOADS.—GENERAL WADE.—T1oMAs TELFORD
AND HIS WORKS.-—IRON BRIDGES AND NEW Wavs IN
SCOTLAND . . . . . . . . . .

CHAPTER IV.

MACADAM AND HIS SYSTEM.—THE HOLYHEAD ROAD AND
IRISH TRAFFIC.—OLD SUSPENSION BRIDGES.—THE MENAI
BRIDGE AND ITS STORY.—THE BROOKLYN BRIDGE . .

CHAPTER V.

FOoREIGN HIGHWAYS.—TRAVELLING AND CONVEYANCES.—THE

$TORY OF CHARLES BIANCONI AND HIS CARS .
A4

PAGE

I5

(&3]
-~

41

56


http://rucont.ru/efd/130589
http://rucont.ru/efd/130589
http://rucont.ru/efd/130589
http://rucont.ru/efd/130589

