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PREFACE,

IN this changeful period, when the minds of men are
much troubled about the future, and many seem
doubtful whither we are bound, I have attempted
to suggest for the Democratic party in this country
a clear and definite policy. The views expressed in
this little work do not, I am aware, accord with the
commonly received politics and economy of the day.
Holding, as I do, strong opinions as to the capacity
of the great English-speaking democracies to take
the lead in the social reorgéni,zation of the future,
I think it right to state them, and to show at the
same time how seriously the working people suffer
under our present landlord and capitalist system.

From the luxurious classes, as a whole, I expect
little support. They have plenty of writers ready to
champion their cause. To the people alone I appeal,
and their approval will be my reward.

It was for the Democratic Federation that I
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vi PREFACE.

originally wrote this book, and I present to its
members the first copies to-day.

For the ideas and much of the matter contained in
Chapters II. and IIL, I am indebted to the work of
a great thinker and original writer, which will, T trust,
shortly be made accessible to the majority of my

countrymen.

Fune 8¢k, 1881.
10, DEVONSHIRE STREET, PORTLAND PLACE,

LonDoN, W,
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