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PREFACE

THE publication of a new edition of Z%e History of the Com-
monwealth and Frofectorate renders a few words of preface
necessary. The three volumes forming the first edition of
Mr. Gardiner’s book were published in 1894, 1897, and 1gor
respectively.  Only the first of these, which reached a third
edition in 1901, had the advantage of revision and correction
by the author himself. However, Mr. Gardiner appended to
the third volume two pages of ¢ Corrigenda’ for Volume 11
and also inserted in his preface to Volume 11 some additionaj
information which had come to hand too late to be employed
in the text of his narrative. These corrections and additions
are now incorporated in their proper place, either in the text or
the notes. Besides this a certain number of verbal errors and
small mistakes have been corrected, some of which were noted
by Mr. Gardiner himself in his own copy of the book, while
others were pointed out by reviewers.

It also seemed desirable, for the benefit of students of the
period, to add occasional references in the notes to some
recently published works on the history of the time and to
some of the documents printed since the first edition of this
book appeared. Mr. Gardiner himself edited for the Navy
Records Society two volumes of Papers relating fo the first
Dutch War, issued by that Society in 1899 and 19co. He
had previously utilised the evidence which these documents
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