—~—

o o
ﬂEpEIZIM.H.ELCIpBHJALQLC.ﬂQﬂH.D.IA_BEp.CIAEJA»

THE WORLD LIBRARY OF STANDARD BOOKS

This Berles {ncludes many of the acknowledged Masterpieces Historical and Critical

o
Literature, mads more acosssidle (han Mitherte to the goneral reader by pubdlioition {n a conveniont
Jorm uad &t & moderats pries,

1. Hallam's Constitutional History of England. By Hewey Havrrax,
.Wi:hﬂ:hse Eul:; oxulm'd Maoaulay 3 the nnfo. 970 pp.. 5a. Library Edition,
demy 8vo, 7s. 6d.

3. Hallam's Europe during the Middle Ages. By Hzwrr Harrax,
Author of ** The taticnal History of England,’* eto. 790 pp., 3, 6d. Library
Edition, demy 8vo, 834 PP, 68,

3. Hallam's Church and State. Being a View of the State of Europe
during the Middle Ages, History of Eocleatastical Power, The Constitutional
3;5'3;"&' sﬁnabnd, The Btate of 8oclety in Burope. By HENRY HALLAM,

- 8mith's Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of
Nations. By ADAM SKITH. 783 pp., 3s. 6d. Library Editlon, demy 8vo, Ga.

. Hume's History of Engltnd. From the Invasion of Julins Cemsir
to the Revolution in 1683. By DAVID HUXE. In Three Vols., 2240 pp., 10s, 6d.

. Hume’s Essays—Literary, Moral, and Political, By Davip Huus,
the Historlan, 658 pp., 3a, 6d.

. Montaigne's Essays, All the Essays of MIcEARL the Seigneur de
MONTAIGONR. 684 pp.,3s.0d. Library Edition, demy 8vo, 938 Pp., 04,
10, Warton’s History of English Poetry. From the Eleventh to the
Seventeenth Century, By THOMAS WARTOX, Poet-Laureate. 1033 pp., On.
11, M;it;": (Lucy) Court and Times of Queen Elizabeth., 830 pD.,

12, Edmund Burke's Choice Pieces. Bpeech on the Law of Libel,
Reflections on Revolution in Franoe, On the Sublime and Beautiful, Abridgment
of English History. 3a. 6d,

14, Horace Walpole's Anecdotes of Painting in England, 3s, 6d,

15. McCulloch’s Principles of Political Economy. With §
5 mmma&om 300 pp., 8a. 8A. 4 ketoh of the
16. Locke’s Letters on Toleration. 400 PP, 38, 64,

18, w;!ton'a Complete Angler ; or, TheContemplative Man’g Recreation,

20, EBO’:%:; toa?l?:l;lctn’; 'l‘t:‘g '{:l:’toe;{)ﬂlfea:t‘& by Feaxncis Lord J EYFREY,

21, Milton’s Early Britain, together with
Richard IIL, and Bacon’s Relgn of Henry VII. 430 pp,, Sa.

23. Macaulay's Reviews, Essays, and Poems. 650 pp., 8. 64,

24. Sydney Smith's Essays—8o0ial and Political. 850 pp., 8s. 64,

25. Lord Bacon. Proficience and Ad:
5 dantia, Historiodt Secorering Euays. shpg of geamning, The New

26, Essays by Thomas De Quincey. Containf;
op‘ﬁ Eater, Bentley, Pm.%oe'-he, {nmn toa ;o:ggtafn,cg:{e:g(;%: 301 :i.P
27. Wﬂs&ﬁ:{ t::;p::'ushgoﬂﬁtfnng Xhe Antiquities of the Jews and
L N the thor, .mn.1 oten,
Essenos of the Narrative. 810 pp., 8s. 64, Tithor, and X Notes, giving the

© o N

More's edEnglaud under

Lowpow: WARD, LOCK & Co., Wazwicx Hovuss, SiLisuuny 8quase, E.C,



http://rucont.ru/efd/84058
http://rucont.ru/efd/84058
http://rucont.ru/efd/84058
http://rucont.ru/efd/84058

o - v

24
"'/'ﬁESSAYS

PHILOSOPHICAL AND LITERARY

BY

ADAM SMITH, "

LL.D.,, F.R.S,

AUTHOR OF THE *‘ INQUIRY INTO THE NATURE AND CAUSES OF THE WEALTH
OF NATIONS,"

INCLUDING
THE THEORY OF MORAL SENTIMENTS.
THE FORMATION OF LANGUAGES.
ASTRONOMICAL INQUIRIES.
ANCIENT PHYSICS. __
ANCIENT LOGIC AND METAPHYSICS.
THE IMITATIVE ARTS—MUSIC, DANCING,
POETRY.
THE EXTERNAL SENSES.
ENGLISH AND ITALIAN VERSES.

LONDON:

WARD, LOCK, & CO, WARWICK HOUSE,
DORSET BUILDINGS SALISBURY SQUARE, E.C,


http://rucont.ru/efd/84058
http://rucont.ru/efd/84058
http://rucont.ru/efd/84058
http://rucont.ru/efd/84058

LONDON ¢
HRADBURY, AGNEW, & CO,, PRINTERS, WHITEFRIARS.


http://rucont.ru/efd/84058
http://rucont.ru/efd/84058
http://rucont.ru/efd/84058
http://rucont.ru/efd/84058

v

DE:EUII” ~ v

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICE.

ADAM SMITH, the author of these Essays and of the ‘Inquiry into
the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations,’ was born at
Kirkaldy, June 5, 1723, a few months after the death of his father.
He was a sickly child, and indulged by his mother, who was the object
of his filial gratitude for sixty years. When about three years old, and
at the house of Douglass of Strathenry, his mother’s brother, he was
carried off by tinkers or gipsies, but soon recovered from them. At the
burgh school of his native town he made rapid progress, and_ soon
attracted notice by his passion for books, and by the extraordinary

owers of his memory. His weakness of body prevented him joining
in athletic sports, but his generous and friendly temperament made
him a favourite with his schoolmates; and he was noted then, as
through after life, for absence in company and a habit of speaking
to himself when alone. From the grammar school of Kirkaldy, he was
sent, in 1737, to the University of Glasgow, whence, in 1740, he went
to Baliol College, Oxford, enjoying an exhibition on the Snell founda-
tion. When at Glasgow College, his favourite studies were mathe-
matics and natural philosophy, but that did not long divert his mind
from pursuits more congenial to him, more particularly the political
history of mankind, which gave scope to the power of his com-
prehensive genius, and gratified his ruling passion of contributing
to the happiness and the improvement of society. To his early taste
for Greck generally, may be due the clearness and fulness with which
he states his political reasonings. At Oxford he employed himself fre-
quently in the practice of translation, with a view to the improvement
of his own style, and used to commend such exercises to all who culti-
vate the art of composition. He also cultivated with the greatest care
the study of languages; and his knowledge of them led him to a
peculiar ‘experience in everything that could illustrate the institutions,
the manners, and the ideas of different ages and nations.

After a residence at Oxford of seven years, he returned to Kirkaldy,
and lived two years with his mother, engaged in studies, but without
any fixed plan for his future life. He had been originally destined for
the Church of England; but not finding the ecclesiastical profession
suitable to his taste, he took chance of obtaining some of those mode-
rate preferments, to which literary attainments lead in Scotland.
Removing to Edinburgh in 1748, he read lectures on rhetoric and
belles lettres, under the patronage of Lord Kames; and when in
Edinburgh became intimate with David Hume,

In 1751 he was elected Professor of Logic in the University of
Glasgow ; and, the year following, he became Professor of Moral
Philosophy there ; a situation he held for thirteen years, and used to
look back on as the most useful and happy of his life ; and, though but
a narrow scene for his ambition, may have led to the future eminence
of his literary character. In delivering his lectures, Mr. Smith trusted
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2 DIOGRAPHICAL NOTICE.

almost entirely to extemporary elocution. His manner, though not
graceful, was plain and unaffected, and he never failed to intercst his
hearers. Each discourse consisted commonly of several distinct pro-
positions, which he successively endeavoured to prove and illustrate.
At first he often appeared to speak with hesitation ; but, as he advanced,
the matter seemed to crowd upon him, his manner became warm and
animated, and his expression easy and fluent. His reputation as a
philosopher attracted a multitude of students from a great distance to
the University ; and those branches of science which he taught became
fashionable, and his opinions were the chief topics of discussion in the
clubs and literary societies of Glasgow. While Adam Smith became
thus eminent as a public lecturer, he was gradually laying the founda-
tion of a more extensive reputation by preparing for the press his
System of Morals; and the first edition of his Essays appeared in
1757, under the title of THE THEORY OF MORAL SENTIMENTS.

Of this essay, Dugald Stewart remarks, ‘that whatever opinion we
may entertain of the justness of its conclusions, it must be allowed to
be a singular effort of invention, ingenuity, and subtilty; that it con-
tains a large mixture of important truth, and has had the merit of
directing the attention of philosophers to a view of human nature,
which had formerly in a great measure escaped their notice ; and no
work, undoubtedly, can be mentioned, ancient or modern, which ex-
hibits so complete a view of those facts with respect to our moral per-
ceptions, which it is one great object of this branch of science to refer
to their general laws ; and well deserves the careful study of all whose
taste leads them to prosecute similar enquiries. These facts are pre-
sented in the most happy and beautiful lights ; and when the subject
leads him to address the imagination and the heart, the variety and
felicity of his illustrations, the richness and fluency of his eloquence ;
and the skill with which he wins the attention and commands the pas-
sions of his readers, lcave him, among our English moralists, without a
rival. Towards the close of 1763, Mr. Smith arranged to visit the
continent with the Duke of Buccleugh, returning to London in 1766.
For the next ten years he lived quietly with his mother at Kirkaldy ;

and in 1776, accounted to the w..ld for his long retreat, by the public-
ation of his ‘INQUIRY INTO THE NATURE AND CAUSES OF THE
\’V.EA‘LTH OF NATIONS? In 1778, Mr. Smith was appointed a Com-
missioner of Customs in Scotland, the Pecuniary emoluments of which
were consxdcrablq. In 1784, he lost his mother. In 1788, his cousin,
Miss Douglass, died, to whom he had been strongly attached ; and in
July, 1790, he died, having, a short while before, in conversation with
his friend Riddell, regrettcd that ‘HE HAD DONE S0 L irrrar
fAbove bi i i ini :
L W o A S 3 o e g, from apavr o, T
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