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PREFACE.

THE volume now offered to the public is designed to
demonstrate the existence of a simple and beautiful law of
nature, governing man in all his efforts for the maintenance
and improvement of his condition, a law so powerful and
universal that escape from it is impossible, but which,
nevertheless, has heretofore remained unnoticed. The further
cbject of these pages is, by aid of this law, to examine and
to solve various questions of great interest. In doing this, it
has been necessary to refer to the history of various nations,
in order to show that certain causes have invariably produced
certain effects; and thus to account for the differences ob-
servable in their present condition, and in their modes of
thought and action. If in so doing the author be found to
have expressed himself strongly in regard to some of the
nations of Europe, he begs the reader to believe that he has
done so not because he is not of them, but because fhey are
not of those who have maintained peace and permitted the
laws of nature to take effect: and if, on the contrary, he has
spoken highly of the course pursued by the United States, and
has placed in a strong point of view the results here realised,
he begs the reader also to believe that he has done so, not
merely because he is of them, but because they have, to an
extent hitherto unprecedented, followed *the things that make
for peace;” and because they, less than any other people, have
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