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HINDOOSTAN

In Miniature,

AMUSEMENTS.

The Hindoos, according to the testi-
wmony of all travellers, are a cheerful
people, passionately fond of shows and
amusements, though custom prevents
them from taking an active part in some
of those diversions in which the populace
of other nations delight. FSucb, for ex-
ample is dancing, which as we have seen,
is in some measure a profession be-
longing exclusively to a particular class,
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2 HINDOOSTAN

and must not be exercised by any other.
Next to dancing, their favourite amuse-
ments are the exhibitions of tumblers,
jugglers, and snake-charmers. Drama-
tic representations also, rude as they
are in general, are eagerly attended by
the idlers who fill the streets in the
evening. Ifto these exhibitions we add
the religious festivals and processions,
they form altogether a tolerable cata-
logue of amusements, which would
nevertheless be incomplete, were we to
omit one that is the delight of every
Hindoo from the prince to the peasant—
we mean the recital of poems or histo-
ries, either simply related or sung in a
kind of recitative. For this enjoyment
they will abstain from sleep and food,
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