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Cropnpus

Pacckasz

B nepBbIX uncnax ceHTsAOps, MO3THO BEUepOM, KOTAa BCAKHUE pabOThl MPEKPATHIIUCh U JIIOIU 3a0paliuch
B CBOM HM30Bl U IPUTOTOBJUIMCH K HOYHOMY IOKOIO, 32 OKONUIEH JepeBHU TPyXOBKH MOCIHBIMIATHCH 3BYKU
JOPOKHOTO KOJIOKOJIBYHKA.

CHayania 3T 3BYKH DPa3/IaBalluCh HESICHO M OBUIM CKOpee TMOXOXKH Ha JalibHee TsABKaHbe cobaku. Ho
Janblie -- OOJIbIlle, OHU CTAJH CJIBIIIATHCS BCE OTUCTIUBEH, M BCKOpE HE OBUIO YK€ COMHEHUS, YTO B JCPEBHIO
KTO-TO €XaJl, U eXall U3 JIoeH BIacTh UMYIIUX. TPYXOBCKHI cTapocTa KU Ha CaMOM Kparo IEPEBHU; OH BBIIIEI
13 U30bI HA yIUILY, 4TOOBI yOpaTh COPYIO U3 TEJNErH, U, yCIbIXaB KOJIOKOJIbYHK, HACTOPOKUIICS U C 3aMUPAIOIIUM
cepaueM cran npuchymuBarbes. CtapocTy B3sul crpax. Exan kTo-HHOyAb W3 HAYalbCTBYIOIIUX, HO KTO --
CTAaHOBOW WJIM 3eMCKHI HadaabHUK? Yem Oimke moabesikaia MmoBo3Ka, TEM TPEBOKHEE CKUMAJIOCh €ro CEpIIe;
OH YK€ CTaJ 4yBCTBOBaTh, KaK MO TeNy €ro Hayamga mpoOeraTh OOBIYHASI, HUKOTJA IO MOKHUIABIIAs €ro B
MIPUCYTCTBUHU HAYAIbCTBA, JPOXKb, U KaK OyITO €ro KTO-TO MOJTAIKUBAET MOJ Cala3KH.

"BaTronku, BBIIET M HOYHOW CTOPOXK? -- MMPOMENIBKHYJIO BIPYT B TOJIOBE CTApOCTHl. -- Heboch Her,
nozieny! O4eHb MpoOCTO: yCTall 3a AEHb-TO, U HE 10 cTOpoxkH. Jla 3a kem uepen-to? BoT rpex-T1o, U 13 rojoBbl
BOH".

W nmpoxp u ctpax Bce ycmimBaiuch. Konokonp4uk ciblmancs Bce Ommke um Onmxke. BoT moBoska
BbEXaJla B OKOJIMILY, IOBEPHYJIa KO IBOPY CTapOCThl, U Mociblmaics Bo3riac "topy". CrapocTa MOACKOUMI K
MOBO3KE U, MOAABIISAS CTPaxX, C HAMPSHKEHUEM CTaJl BIVISIBIBATHCS, KTO B HEM CHUJIEN.

-- s TemMeHb-TO Kakasi, Xyxke, 4eM B moje. OT OrHs, 4To Jid, 3TO? -- MOCIBIMIANCS M3 TapaHTaca
HEOOBOJILHEIN I'0JIOC.

-- Ot orus... B nepeBHe Bcera TeMHel, 4eM B MOJIE, -- OTBETUII JOBOJIBHO Pa3BA3HBIM TOHOM Kyuep.

ITo sTOMy pa3roBopy crapocTta A0Trajaics, 4To MpUe3kuil -- He OOor 3HAaeT Kakas 0coda, CTpax u podOCTh
B HEM BJPYT UCYE3JH, U OH YXKe CMEJIO MOJCTYNUI K caMmoMy TapaHTacy. Koro 6or npunec? -- TpOMKO CHPOCHIT
OH.

-- D10 cTapocTta? -- MOCIBIIIAICS BMECTO OTBETA BOIIPOC CO CTOPOHBI IpHe3xero. -- Hy, BcTpeyail Hac.

W u3 TapaHTaca BBICKOYWJI M BBIIIET B TOJOCY CBETa, JUBIIETOCS M3 H30BI CTapOCTHI, MOKUIIOH,
OJlyTIIOBATHIN YEIIOBEK, B OCEHHEM MaIbTO U (Pypaskke ¢ OONBIIUM KOXKAHBIM KO3BIPHKOM. 101 MBIIIKON OBLIT HE
TO TIOpT(deb, HE TO TarKa.

-- Ilpocum MwusoCTH, MPOCUM MUJIOCTH, TuXOH JIOTHMHBIY, -- MPOTOBOPUII BECENBIM TOJIOCOM M YXKe
OKOHYATEJIbHO OMNPABUBIINCH CTAPOCTA, Y3HABIIMN B MPHE3KEM MHUCBMOBOIUTENS cBOero "OapuHa', Kak OHHU
3BaJIM 3€MCKOT'0 HavaJabHUKa, -- B 30y moiigere? S ceituac mocsedy.

U crapocta 6pocuics Ob1I0 K U30€, HO IPUE3 U OCTAHOBUII €TO.

-- Her, B u30y-TO He moiiqy, HEKOT1a, a BOT Ha-Ka, 51 TeOe 3/1eCh Iepeaam.

U oH oTKpbUI CBOM MOPTQeEb, BEIHY OTTYa KaKylo-TO OyMary u nepezai cTapocTe.

-- IIpoutn ee Ha CXOAKEe M CKaXM BCEM MYXXKMKaM U 0abam, 4TOOBl OHM MPUXOAWIM B POXKIECTBO
OoropoauIlsl Bce Ha Oapckuit ABop. Hapspkalitech Bce modydine, a pedsiTa ¢ IeBKaMHu, T€ 1ake OECIIaTHO MOTYT
MPUXOJIUTh, KTO MECHU METh yMEET.

Crapocra HeZOyMeBalollle, BO BCE IJla3a AN B TEMHOTE Ha NMHCbMOBOIUTENS M HUYErO HE MOT
noHsTh. HakoHel| y Hero pa3Bsizaics sI3bIK, U OH CIPOCHIL:

-- JTO 3a4eM K€ NPUXOIUTH-TO?

-- [la Tam yBuuIIb, B OyMare HanmucaHo. MHe HeKor/ia Tede OObSICHUTB-TO: €IIIe B IBE IEPEBHU €XaTh...
Jla mocTo#, OIHOTO-TO JIUCTA MaJlo, Ha BOT HECKOJIBKO, IPYTUM OTAAIlb KOMY!

W oH BBIHYJ U3 MAIKK €111e HECKOJIBKO JINCTOB U, 10/IaB CTApOCTe, TOOABHII:
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