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70 THE READER.

The following Work consists of Suggestions,
resulting ﬁ'oﬂ\z many years' study, for the Emendation
of Shakespeare's Text. Ewvery portion of it must stand
or jall upon its individual merit, and there is little
occasion for Introduction or Preface, but it may be well
to state the general Principle on whick the Suggestions
hawe been made. 1t is that of Analogy : it is assumed
that in Passages more or less similar in Tenour a
corresponding Similarity of Expression may be looked
Jor, and that from Internal Evidence alone a Key may
thus be found to the true Reading of many doubtful
and obviously corrupt Passages. External Evidence is
not rejected, for Parallelisms may reasonably be expected
i Contemporary Writers: but it is in the Works of
the Great Master Limself that we may most confidently
look for a Solution of these Cruces; and o make *,
Shakespeare his own Interpreter is the main Object of
this Work.
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NOTE.

IN all cases the Lections are given of Dyce (ed.
1875), Delius (T4e Leopold ed.), Staunton, Singer,
The Cambridge Editors (77 Globe ed.), The Claren-
don Press Editors or Editor (#z¢ eleven plays publisied).
These six editions are termed 7/ze Compared Editions.
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