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PREFACE.

As a book must not go out without a PREFACE, the
undersigned herewith introduce the correspondence
between them, which gave rise to the debate in which
they have been engaged, and which is substantially
contained in the following pages.

In presenting the following work to the American
public, no apologies are offered. We live under a
Government which tolerates liberty of thought, liberty
of speech, and freedom of the press; and in this ex-
pression of our honest views and feelings — differing
widely as we do—upon the subject of Domestic
Slavery in the United States—a subject relating to
the general welfare of the country, we are but ex-
ercising a right which belongs to every American
citizen. The age of proscription for opinion’s sake, is
past, and, as we trust, never again to return. The
liberal genius of our free institutions, allows to all un-
restricted interchange of thought and sentiment;
while men’s opinions are received or rejected, accord-
ing as they possess merit or demerit.
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