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PREF ACE.

R —

WHEN the late Lord William Bentinck,
Governor-General of British India, had his
celebrated interview with the late Maha-
raja Runjeet Singh, at Roopur, he was ac-
companied by Henry Thoby Prinsep, Esq.,
then Secretary of the Indian Government
(since one of the Members of Council), who,
in 1834, published, at Calcutta, a volume
containing a History of the Political Life of
Runjeet Singh, and an account of the origin
of the Sikh Power in the Punjab. The cir-
cumstances under which this work was pre-
pared were stated by Mr. Prinsep in his
Preface as follows :—

“ The British Government, has, since 1808,
been the protector of the Sikh territory
lying between the Sutluj and Jumna: its
officers have been appealed to for the adjust-
ment of all disputes between the chiefs and
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vi PREFACE.

their neighbours or dependants, and the re-
ferences to the Supreme Council of Govern-
ment at the Presidency are frequent, and
involve questions of great intricacy, making
the management of our relations in that
quarter by no means the least troublesome
part of the business submitted to its decision.
Lord William Bentinck was led by the per-
ception of this circumstance to seek from
the officers employed in the management of
Sikh affairs some general information as to
the history and condition of the chiefs, and
the habits and customs of the seet. Accord-
ingly, when preparing for his journey to
Hindustan, in 1830, he called upon Captain
William Murray, the Political Agent at Um-
bala, who had for more than fifteen years
been employed in conducting our relations
with the Sikh chiefs on the British side of
the Sutluj, for a Report upon the subject.
Captain Wade, the Assistant at Lodiana,
who had latterly been intrusted with the
subordinate charge, under the Resident at
Delhi, of the correspondence with Runjeet
Singh, was similarly called upon, and both
officers submitted voluminous Reports, con-
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