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PREFACE.

feems a little remarkable that an in-
ftitution at once fo popular and fo
21 univerfal as fairs fhould not heretofore
8l have found an hx&onan The fa&

that fan's, as now

rally known. They were the produ& of a blendmg
of Religion with Commerce, fuited to the genius of
former ages, but finding little fympathy now. They
" have been affociated with the development of com-
merce in the nations of Europe—perhaps in the
nations of the world. !

The materials for fuch a hlﬁory are reafonably
abundant upon diligent fearch. They do not lie

upon the furface. Prolonged invefligation revealed
fo much, that for the purpofe of this work fome
fele®ion became neceflary. 1 had to confider
whether it would be more infrudive to prefent
the incomplete outline of a number of fairs ranging
throughout the world, or to felect fome of the prin-
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