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NOTICE.

All the necessary legal forms having been fulfilled to secure the
Copyright of the ‘History of the United Netherlands’ any in-
fringement of the Autlior’s rights will be suppressed by resort to
law, if needed.
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PREFACE

—_————————

-

Tur indulgence with which the History of the Rise of
the Dutch Republic was received has encouraged me to
prosecute my task with renewed industry.

A single word seems necessary to explain the some-
what increased proportions which the present work has
assumed over the original design. The intimate con-
nection which was formed between the Kingdom of
England and the Republic of Holland, immediately after
the death of William the Silent, rendered the history
and the fate of the two commonwealths for a season
almost identical. The years of anxiety and suspense
during which the great Spanish project for subjugating
ingland and reconquering the Netherlands, by the
same invasion, was slowly matured, were of deepest
import for the future destiny of those two countries
and for the cause of national liberty. The deep-laid
conspiracy of Spain and Rome against human rights
deserves to be patiently examined, for it is one of
the great lessons of history. The crisis was long and
doubtful, and the health—perhaps the existence—of
England and Holland, and, with them, of a great part
of Christendom, was on the issue.

History has few so fruitful examples of the dangers
which come from superstition and despotism, and the
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