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Kypuan cooepacum cmamou u mamepuanst, L0020MOBIEHHbIE
VUACMHUKAMU NOCMOSIHHO20 MeAHCOYHapooHo20 cemunapa «Cospemennas
Opumanckas aumepamypa 8 poOCCUtiCKUX 8y3ax», npoeooumo2o 8 llepmckom
20Cy0apcmeenHoM HAYUOHATLHOM UCCe008aAMeNbCKOM YHUGEpcUmeme ¢
cenmsaopsa 20052. Cmamovu 0606warom onvim 6HeOpeHuUs 8 y4eOHblll
npoyecc npou3eedeHuUli CoO8PEMeHHbIX OPUMAHCKUX nucameineil, a maxaice
o0arom Kynbmypoao2uiecKuil, UCMOPUKO-TUMEPAmypHbliL, MeopemuKo-
JIUMeEPaAmypHblil, CMUIUCIUKO-S3bIKOBEOUECKULL, NePeBO0O08eOYeCKULL U
MemoOuyecKuti Mamepuavl 05 UCNOIb30BAHUSL 8 8)308CKOM NPEN0O0ABAHUU
AH2UUCKOU TUMepamypuvl U AH2IUUCKO20 A3bIKA.
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EDITORIAL

On the Literary Dangers of Searching for Russians

Karen Hewitt
Oxford University

In Tolstoy’s Anna Karenina a novel with which all my
readers must be familiar, there is a wonderfulagasin which
Dolly goes to visit her dear friend, Anna, who igirig with
Vronsky on his country estate. On the drive tofriend, Dolly
broods over her endless family worries, and loakw/érd with
guilty excitement to meeting Anna who has dareditve in
sin’ with Vronsky. When she arrives at the house ishgreeted
with warmth and respect by her hosts but she startkeel
uncomfortable. Their life is somehow false, althiouDolly
cannot exactly define what is wrong and Tolstoyaseful to
keep her mood fluctuating from one encounter totlsro
When they visit the nursery, Dolly is painfully stk by the
luxury of the solid English furniture, the supeiais English
nanny and the baby who seems to be inadequatefsealie
Then Anna and Dolly go downstairs to join the otfeests.
What does this account have to do witbotpath or with our
project on English Literature? Let us suppose klaah writing
an article abouAnna Kareninafor English readers. The novel
is 800 pages long and | have 20 pages for my artthould |
discuss Tolstoy’s attitude towards English nanfasDolly’s
attitude towards English furniture) because my eemdare
English? To do so would be a gross and stupid wiistoof a
great novel. That detail is only important becao$evhat it
tells us aboutAnna —that she has lost her natural Russian
instincts, that she has somehow become alien dsd. f&he
whole chapter explores this separation of Anna fraommality
as seen through the simple decent eyes of Dollye Gould
certainly discuss Tolstoy’'s exasperating mixture of
psychological truth and self-enforcing prejudicdsyt an
English nanny is but one tiny example.
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