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The Echo of the Great War

May issue of “DN” is dedicated to the 70-th anniversary of the Victory.

Our Golden Pages will remind the readers some piercing poems by the soldier-poets — Nickolay
Panchenko, Alexander Revich, Kaisin Kuliev, Maxim Tank, Sergej Orlov — who have become the
classics of our literature. Arkadij Shtainberg’spoem “The True-Story of an Anti-Tank Rifleman” recently
found in the author’s home archives with no pathos tells about the real soldier’s heroism which the soldiers
themselves didn’t consider heroism at all.

People’s writer of Bashkortostan, an ex-soldier Anatolij Genatulin presents the story “Brigadier
Pottage” — about the rural life in those severe years when the war called the ploughmen from the grain-
fields to the fields wounded all over by the shells.

Eugenij Voiskunskij who waged war on the Baltic Sea in his essay “Baltic Hercules” tells about the heroic
deed of the sailor Anatolij Ptitsin. The protagonist of the documentary by Yourij Oklyanskij “A Just under
the Stonefall” is one of the most bright poets of the war generation Boris Slutskij.

Leaving for the USA the cinema-man Valerij Grozak took with him many tapes of his Kiev fellow-
townsmen’s dear voices. These tapes he has assembled into his book of memory: the front-line, captivity,
occupation...

The historian and writer Boris Goller shares his memoirs about the events which took place just before
and after the war in his native city of Leningrad and about his family’s Siberian evacuation.

The war broke into the life of ordinary people on both sides of the front-line. The memaoir stories by Italian
poet Leonardo Zanier are about his native remote mountain village which some “Kazaks” and
“Georgians” who turn to be the remains of general Krasnov’s army are passing through.

Thirteen stories of the Great War

Writers of different generations from Russia and post-Soviet countries are telling how the memoirs of those
who had defended their country from the Nazi occupation, some particular episodes or persons of the
War, books or films about it have influenced their formation and what lessons of that War seem mostly
important to them.
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