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PREFACE.

Tas tale, as the title-page implies, is founded
on fact. Its truth is its chief merit, and the
Author claims no other share in it, than that of
te]ling it to the best of her power.

I do not mean to aver that every word is a
positive and literal truth, that every incident
occurred exactly as I have related it, and in mo
other fashion, but this I mean to say: that I have
invented nothing in the character of Rachel Gray,
and that the sorrows of Richard Jomes are not
imaginary sorrows.

My purpose in giving this story to the world
is twofold. I have found that my first, and in
many respects, most imperfect work “Madeleine,”
is nevertheless that which has won the greatest
share of interest and sympathy; a result which I
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