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PREFACE.

SOME years before I was called to the Bar, my attention was
especially drawn to the operation of the Poor Laws on the
well-being of our labouring population; and, during nearly
the whole of my professional practice, I have had ample op-
portunities of seeing the actmal working, and of forming an
opinion -on_the character and tendency, of those laws. Tt
therefore seemmhr‘rié,—?ﬁatlthe setting forth of my views,
thus formed on the Pauperism and Poor Laws of England,
may tend to promote the progress of truth, and so prove
useful to the public in a matter of great social importance.

It was my hope and intention to go to press, with some
such book as the present, in 1851 ; and, in March and April of
that year, I wrote several of the chapters now printed. But
ill health suspended my labours. I was obliged to pass the
whole summer, in perfect idleness, in the south of Germany,
and only returned to England in time to resume my pro-
fessional labours in Michaelmas Term. The Christmas Va~
cation enabled me to complete the work.

For the Index apperided to the volume, I am indebted to

< Mr. George Tayler, of the Common Law Bar.

R. P.

TEMPLE,
_9th February, 1852.
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CORRECTIONS AND ADDITIONS.

Page 5. line 1. for “5,789,533,” read “5,789,583.”
9. ,, 17. for “126,569,” read “126,582.”
11. ,, 3. for “ 58,331, read “58,731.”
35. ,, 2.for “715,680,” read “741,722.”
61. ,, 11. for «4s. 6d.” read “9s.”
8l. ,, 1. for “1,102,359,” read “1,102,349.”
116. ,, 2. of note *, for “second,” read ¢ third.”
124. ,, 8. of note 1, for « adulterior,” read “ adulterio.”
139. ,, 5. of note I, for “ Smynz,” read “ Smyrns.”
144. ,, 1. of note t, the Canon referred to is Canon V. Concilii Matis-
conensis i, A.p. 585, and is found in Labbe,
tom. ix. pp. 951, 952. ed. Florent. 1763.
ib. ,, 1. of note ¥, for “decimam,” read “suam decimam.”
157. ,, 31. of note, for < were,” read “was.”
201. ,, L. of note ¥, for “was,” read “ was, a8 it was said.”
204. ,, 1. for ¢“14 Eliz. ¢. 3.” read “14 Eliz. ¢. 5.”
237. ,, 14. for “1692,” read “1691.”
251. ,, 7. for “towards,” read “during.”
4. ,, 17.the 4 after the word “souls” has fallen out : atpage 114. line
26. the letter “y” has fallen out of the word * universality,”
and at page 227. line 7. “ £ has fallen out of the word “of.”
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