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THE CHILDREN OF THE NEW FOREST.

CHAPTER L

Ttz circumstances which I am about to relate to my juvenile
readers took place in the year 1647, By referring to the history
of England, of that date, they will find that King Charles the
First, against whom the Commons of England had rebelled, after
a civil war of ncarly five years, had been defeated, and was con-
fined as a prisoner at Hampton Court. The Cavaliers, or the
party who fought for King Charles, had ail heen dispersed, and
the Parliamentary army under the command of Cromwell were
beginning to control the Commons.

It was in the month of November in this year, that King
Charles, accompanied by Sir John Berkely, Ashburnham, and
Legg, made his escape from Hamplon Court, and rode as fast as
the horses could carry them towards that part of Hampshire
which led to the New Forest. The King expected that his friends
had provided a vesseliin which he might escape to France, but in
this he was disappointed. There was no vessel ready, and after
tiding for some time along the shore, he resolved to go to
Titchfield, a‘seat belonging to the Earl of Southampton.| After
a long consultation with those who attended him, he yielded to
their advice, which was, to trust to Colonel Hammond, who
was Governor of the Isle of Wight for the Parliament, but who
was supposed o be friendly to the King. Whatever might be the
feelings of commiseration of Colonel Hammond towards a King
so unfortunately situated, he was firm in his duties towards
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his employers, and the consequence was that King Charles found
himself again a prisoner in Carishrook Castle.

But we must now leave the King, and retrace history to the
commencement of the civil war, A short distance {rom the town
of Lymington, which is not far from Titchfield where the King
took shelter, but on the other side of the Southampton water, and
south of the NewForest, to which it adjoins, was a property called
Arnwood, which belonged to a cavalier of the name of Beverley,
It was at that time a property of considerable value, being very
extensive, and the park ornamented with valuable timber; for
it abutted on the New Forest, and might have been supposed
to have been a continuation of it. { This Colounel Beverley, as we
must call him, for he rose to that rank in the King’s army, was
a valued friend and companion of Prince Rupert's, and com-
manded several troops of cavalry. He was ever at his side in the
briiliant charges made by this gallant Prince, and at last fell in
his arms’at the battle of Naseby. Colonel Beverley had married
into the family of the Villiers, and the issue of his marriage was
two sons and two daughters; but his zeal and sense of duty had
induced him, atthe commencement of the war, to leave his wife
and family at Arnwood, and he was fated never to meet them
again. The news of his death had such an effect upon Mrs.
Beverley, already worn with anxiety on her husband’s account,
that a few mouaths afterwards she followed hirm to an early tomb,
leaving the four children.under the charge of an elderly relative,
(ll such time as the family of the Villiers could protect them;
but, as will appear by our history, this was not at that period
possible. The life of a King and many other lives were in jeo-
pardy, and the orphans remained at Arnwood, still under the
care of their elderly relation, at the time that our history com-
mences.

The New Forest, my readers are perhaps aware, was first
enclosed by William the Congueror as a royal forest for his own
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amusement, for in those days most crowned heads were pas-
sionately fond of the chace; and they may also recollect that his
successor, William Rufus, mct his death in this forest by the
glancing of an arrow shot by Sir Walter Tyrrell. Since that time
to the present day, it has continued a royal domain, At the
period of which we are writing, it had an establishment of
verderers and keepers, paid by the Crown, amounting to some
forty or fifty men. At the commencement of the civil war they
remained at their posts, but soon found, in the disorganised
state of the country, that their wages were no longer to be ob-
tained; and then, when the King had decided upon raising an
army, Beverley, who held a superior office in the Forest, en-
rolled all the young and athletic men who were employed in the
Forest, and marched them away with him to join the King's army.
Some few remained, their age not rendering their services of
value, ‘and among them was an old and attached servant of
Beverley's, a man above sixty years of age, whose name was
Jacob Armitage, and who had obtained the situation through
Colonel Beverley's interest. Those who remained in the Forest
lived in cottages many miles asunder, and undemnified them-
selves for the non payment of their salaries by killing the deer for
sale and their own subsistence.
The cottage of Jacob Armitage was situated on the skirts of
the New Forest, about a mile and a half from the mansion of
Arawood; and when Colonel Beverley went to join the King's
troops, feeling how little security there woald be for his wife and
children in those troubled times, he requested the old man, by
his attachment to the family, not to lose sight of Arnwood, but
to call there as often as possible to see if he could be of service to
‘Mrs. Beverley. The Colonel would have persuaded Jacob to have
altogether taken up his residence at the mansion, but to this the
old man objected. He had been all his life under the greenwood
tree, and could not bear to leave the forest. He promised the
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