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EQUATORIAL AFRICA.
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AUTHOR OF ‘EXPLORATIONS IN EQUATORIAL AFRICAS
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BY THE SAME AUTHOR.
——
Tenth Thoustad, with Muap and Iliustrations, Seo.

EXPLORATIONS AND ADVENTURES IN EQUA-
TORIAL AFRICA, 1856-9; with Accounts of the Manners and
Customs of the People, and the Chase of the Gorilla, Crocodile,
Leopard, Elephant, Hippopotamus, Nest-building Ape, Chimpanzee,
and other Animals.

M. Du Chaillu has fairly earned the distinction of being the most successful
zoologieal traveller of the present time.”—Philadelphia Academy of Natural
Seiences.

M. Du Chaillu has not enly added greatly to the pre-existing acquaintance
with the fauna of South Africa, but has by his clear and animated descriptions,
canvinced ns that be has been as close an eye-witness of the habits of the gorilla
and his associates as he has proved himself to be their successful assailant.”—
Sir Roderick Murchison.

< M. Du Chaillo’s Collection is the most interesting illustration of the lower
creation that has ever reached Enrope, and has added considerably, and in very
important respects, to our knowledge.”—Prafessor Gwen.

< M. Du Chaillu has struck into the very spine of Africa, and has lifted the veil
of the torrid zone from its western rivers, swamps, and forests. He has found
therein a variety of new types of living creatures, and others which were anly
partially and imperfectly known.”— The Times.

IOXDON . PRINTED BY W. CLOWES AND SONS, STAMFORD STREFT,
AXND CHARING CROSS,
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PREFACE.

THE position of an explorer of unknown countries
in England is peculiar, and very difficult. If he
returns home with nothing new or striking to relate
he is voted a bore, and his book has no chance of
being read ; if he has some wonders to unfold, con-
nected with Geography, the Natives, or Natural
History, the fate of Abyssinian Bruce top often awaits
him : his narrative being held up to scorn and ridi-
cule, as a tissue of figments.

It was my lot, on the publication of my first
volume of travels in Equatorial Africa, to meet with
a reception of that sort from many persons in England
and Germany. In fact I had visited a country pre-
viously unexplored by Europeans—the wooded region
bordering the Equator, in the interior of Western
Africa—and thus it was my good fortune to observe
the habits of several remarkable species of animals
found nowhere else. Hence my narrative describing
unknown animals was condemned. The novelty of
the subject was too striking for some of my ecritics ;
and not only were the accounts I gave of the animals
and native tribes stigmatized as false, but my journey
into the interior itself was pronounced a fietion.

12


http://rucont.ru/efd/131964
http://rucont.ru/efd/131964
http://rucont.ru/efd/131964
http://rucont.ru/efd/131964

D ~ ~ v

Vi PREFACE.

Although hurt to the quick by these unfair and
ungenerous criticisms, I cherished no malice towards
my detractors, for I knew the time would come when
the truth of all that was essential in the statements
which had been disputed would be made clear; I
was consoled, besides, by the support of many emi-
nent men, who refused to believe that my narrative
and observations were deliberate falsehoods. Making
no pretensions to infallibility, any more than other
travellers, I was ready to acknowledge any mistake
that I might have fallen into, in the course of com-
piling my book from my rough notes. The only
revenge I cherished was that of better preparing
myself for amother journey into the same region,
providing myself with instruments and apparatus
which I did not possess on my first exploration,
and thus being enabled to vindicate my former
accounts by facts not to be controverted.

It is necessary, however, to inform my English
readers that most of the principal statements in my
former book which were sneered at by my critics, have
been already amply confirmed by other travellers in
the same part of Africa, or by evidence which has
reached England.

I may first mention the geographical part of my
work. No portion of my book was more discredited
than the journeys into the interior, and it will be
recollected by many persons that the learned geo-
grapher, Dr. Barth, a man whose great attainments
and services as an African traveller I estcemed most
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