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PHYSICAL

HISTORY OF PALESTINE.

CHAPTER L

SOURCES OF INFORMATION.

{Bringing First Fruits to Jernsalem.]

In commencing this portion of our undertaking, we feel it to be one of much interest and very
considerable difficulty. Its peculiar interest arises chiefly from the frequent allusions which
are made by the sacred writers to the physical characteristics and natural products of Palestine.
These allusions do not, in general, so much afford information, as require information in
the reader—such information as the inhabitants of the country possessed, and the want of
which renders many of the passages which afford such references difficult to understand, or
particularly liable to be misunderstood. For, first, the amount of the practical information
which might be obtained from the Bible itself is very considerably lessened by the uncertainty
which often attends the results of the most laborious or ingenious attempts to determine the
species of plants or animals which the Hebrew names denote ; and then, our information
concerning the natural history of Modern Palestine is meagre and unsatisfactory, to a degree

which seems astonishing, when we consider that there is no Asiatic country to which there has
b2
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