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REAR-GUARD FIGHTING DURING THE CHANGE OF BASE. 375

was over, our troops held the contested ground. Their behavior throughout
the fight had been admirable.

The Confederate force engaged in this fight was commanded by General J.
B. Magruder, and consisted of Semmes’s and Kershaw’s brigades, Kemper's
battery, and two regiments of Barksdale’s brigade opposite our left. Cobb’s
division and two guns of Hart’s battery were north of the railroad to the right
of our line. Cobb’s infantry was not engaged.

About a half-hour after the fight was ended, I suggested to Geeneral Sum-
ner that if he had no objection I would carry out the commanding general’s
orders, so far as I was concerned, and cross the White Oak Swamp with
Greneral Smith’s division. We were then on the field. His answer was, “No,
General, you shall not go, nor will I go—1I never leave a victorious field.
Why! if I had twenty thousand more men, I would crush this rebellion.” I
then told him that I would show him a dispatch from General McClellan
directing that all of the troops should cross during that night. With some
difficulty a candle was found and lighted, and the general read the dispatch.
After reading it he exclaimed, with some excitement, “ General McClellan did
not know the circumstances when he wrote that note. He did not know that
we would fight a battle and gain a victory.” I was at my wit’s end. I knew
that Geeneral McClellan’s arrangements did anticipate a fight exactly like that
just over, and that unless the whole force was on the other side of the swamp
by the next morning, his movement might be seriously delayed. Moreover, I
believed that if we staid where we were, the enemy would be upon us in force
enough to defeat us utterly on the next morning, endangering the remainder
of the army. Yet by all military usage I was under General Sumner’s orders.
At this juncture General Smith asked me to introduce Lieutenant Mathew
Berry, his aide-de-camp, to General Sumner. After the introduction, Lieuten-
ant Berry told General Sumner that he had seen General McClellan only a
short time before, that he knew there had been a fight, and fully expected that
all of the troops would cross the swamp that night. General Sumner was
convinced by this statement, and with great reluctance permitted me to con-
tinue the movement toward the swamp, he following immediately after.

General Smith’s division crossed the White Oak Bridge about 3 o’clock on
the morning of June 30th, and went into position on the left of the road lead-
ing from the bridge toward the James River. The batteries of the division
were already there in position. It faced about so that its left rested
upon the road, the division bearing southward from the road. At the same
time I reported to McClellan at his headquarters.

The rear of Sumner’s corps, Richardson’s division, crossed the bridge at 10
o’clock in the morning, destroyed it, and took position some distance on
Smith’s left, nearly in line with him. Both divisions guarded the erossing.

After the fight at Savage’s Station was over, Hazzard’s battery of Richard-

§ General E. M. Law says in the ‘Southern was three times as great as that of the Confed-
Bivouac ” for May, 1887 : ““The battle of Savage’s erates, they accomplished the main purpose of the
Station, although a ‘drawn fight’ as far as the battle, which was to gain time for the passage of

possession of the field was concerned, was practi- trains, artillery, and troops across White Oak
cally a victory for the Federals. Though their loss Swamp.”
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376 REAR-GUARD FIGHTING DURING THE CHANGE OF BASE.

son’s division was unhitched, its captain not supposing there was to be any
further movement that night, and the men and horses went to sleep, as usual
when there was opportunity, which was not often in those days. The division,
as has been told, moved off, and by accident no notice of the movement was
sent to Captain Hazzard. On the next morning he heard reveille sounded by
drums and trumpets from positions that he knew our troops did not hold the
evening before. Everything in his vicinity was quiet. He took in the situa-
tion at once. He had been left behind, and the enemy might be upon him at
any moment. He had the battery quietly hitched up, sent the caissons off in
advance, and, bringing up the rear with two guns ready to open on a pursuing
force, started off at a walk. When he was clear of the field he ordered the
battery to trot. He arrived without harm at the White Oak Bridge at that
pace just as General Richardson was on the point of destroying it. He
found on the road many stragglers who were coolly wandering along with
no suspicion that they were behind everybody, and by his warning was the
means of saving many soldiers from a Richmond prison. The pluck and
coolness shown in this exploit of Captain Hazzard were admirable. He was
killed the next day while doing excellent work with his battery.

As the result of the dispositions made by the commanding general of the
troops (a part of whose operations has just been described) a whole day was
gained in getting a large part of the army to the James River without
serious opposition, and into a proper defensive position; the enormous trains
and heavy artillery had been given a start of twenty-four hours, insuring
their safe arrival at the river. The rear of the army also had crossed White
Oak Swamp, leaving the way clear to the James River, while at the same
time a strong force was ready to protect the movement during its completion.

On the enemy’s side, the slowness of Jackson in getting his force to the south
side of the Chickahominy (he only arrived at Savage’s Station at 3 o’clock on
the morning of June 30th) had prevented us from being defeated in the fight
of June 29th. The 28th and 29th had been occupied by Jackson in disposing
of the dead and wounded at Gaines’s Mill and in repairing Grapevine Bridge.

On the north (the enemy’s) side of White Oak Swamp, the road for more
than a quarter of a mile approaches the White Oak Bridge through low
ground, open to artillery fire from the south side. [See map, p.384.] On the
right of the enemy, looking to the rear, there were hills covered with thick
woods approaching the road, forming good cover for artillery, and making it
possible for a large force to gather in the wood unseen from our side. The
same range of hills continues up the stream, and approaches quite near it at
Brackett’s Ford, about one mile above White Qak Bridge. Both of these
crossings were passable for artillery, but the bridges had been destroyed by
our troops in the morning, after everything had crossed and before the
appearance of the enemy. :

On our side of the swamp, the ground rises from the bridge, and the road
passes along the right, or east, of a ravine and joins the Long Bridge road
about one and a quarter miles from the swamp. On the left of the ravine
was a cleared space about a half-mile long in the direction of the swamp and
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running back about the same distance. At the swamp the clearing was fringed
with trees and underbrush, and about half-way up the clearing to the left of
the ravine were a small fa1m-house and some slight out-buildings. On the
right of the ravine was a similar clearing, extending from the swamp about a
furlong back. All other ground in the vicinity was covered with timber and
underbrush. (The troops were disposed as shown on the map, p. 470.)

The cleared space at this time had in it many wagons of the train, and

Colonel R. O. Tyler’s 1st Connecticut Heavy Artillery, which I ordered to
the rear at once. Glad

enough would I have
been to keep this
accomplished officer,
with his gallant regi-
ment and heavy guns,
but we both knew that
he was mneeded at
the James River. At
about 10:30 in the
morning, as near as I
can now recollect, I
accompanied General
McClellan to the inter-
section of the Charles
City and Quaker
roads, about two miles
from the White Oak
Bridge. I found Gen-
eral Slocum’s division
posted somewhat in
rear of the intersec-
tion of those roads,
and in front of the
road leading from
Braekett’s Ford' A MAJOR-GENERAL WILLIAM B. FRANKLIN.

small pOI‘tiOD of his From a photograph taken in August, 1862, when General Franklin was
: ily @ ick I .
1nfantry and one gun temporarily at home on sick leave.

were posted near Brackett’s Ford. His division formed the right of the
force which later in the day fought the battle of Glendale or Frayser’s farm.
The small force at Brackett’'s Ford defeated an attack at that point, some
time during the day.

At the junction of the Charles City and Quaker roads General McClellan
had a conference with the corps commanders (Sumner, Heintzelman, and
Franklin), and when it was ended he went toward the James Rlvel A
short time afterward I received an order directing me to take charge of the
force guarding the White Oak Bridge, and I immediately started back. I

had gone but a short distance when a bombardment commenced in the
VOL. II. 25
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