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PUBLISHERS’ NOTE

HEN Mr. Washburn sent the original
typescript of the notes that make up
this volume, he accompanied it with a letter in
which he said he depended on the writer to exer-
cise his judgment as to whether the matter should
be published in book form or not: and in case
of publication to give it careful and if need be
drastic revision. The writer’s judgment being
that there was in these notes a sincere and even
valuable book, there remained but to take advan-
tage of the free hand which the Author gave him
in the matter of revision.

The result is a considerably compressed book,
but owing, however, to the limitations of time and
knowledge on the part of the writer, and the
impossibility of submitting proofs to the Author,
there are no doubt technical and literary crudities
which Mr. Washburn would have made right in
normal circumstances. For the present they
must remain, and if in trying to improve a passage
which bad typescript made difficult to under-
stand, the writer has made “ howlers,” he hereby
absolves Mr. Washburn and accepts full blame.

A M
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PREFACE

O one realizes better than the writer the
ephemeral character of the rough notes
which form the bulk of the matter contained
in this volume, and it has been with some
hesitation that the material has been placed in
the hands of the publisher for reproduction in
book form. Much of the contents has already
appeared in The Times (London), and various
leading influential newspapers in America. It is
by permission of the proprietors and editors of
these journals that they are now reproduced, and
to them the author extends his thanks for this
permission.

The excuse for having these articles reprinted
now is that the subject matter is still of
current interest. The author is well aware that
it is impossible to write authoritatively of oper-
ations so recent and of which at best he has
been able to see but a trifling portion. He
believes, however, that in Russian Poland will
be decided the ultimate issue of the great contest
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