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The Roxburghe Library.

REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDING DEC. 3151, 1868.

N the exa@ words of the ¢ Revifed Profpe&us,” iffued
Feb. 1, 1868, ¢ The Roxburghe Library was organized
in 1867, with the objet of bringing within the reach of

everybody who cares for them the beft inedited remains
of our ancient literature for a moderate yearly fubfcription.”

The original intention of the Promoter of this new claimant to
public favour was to have divided the refponfibility, both literary and
monctary, between himfelf and a certain number of coadjutors, form-
ing a Committee of Management in the fame manner and on the fame
principles as other focieties which exift, or have exifted, among us.
With this view a communication was made to feveral gentlemen,
whofe names are well known in antiquarian circles, ftating the Pro-
moter’s plans and wifhes, and he was fuccefsful in obtaining the ad-
hefion of two or three literary friends, whofe affiftance and advice
would have been extremely welcome and valuable to him.  Others,
however, with whom he had defired to a&, were precluded by pre-
engagements or by their regular avocations from joining him; and
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he has only to add, that on mature confideration, he refolved to dif-
penfe with a Council, and to attempt, fingle-handed, the conduct of
the fcheme which he had fet on foot. He felt that, if it fhould be
fuccefsful, fo much the better; if it fhould be a failure, that blame
would reft with him alone. In confequence of this determination,
the RoxBurcHE LiBrRARY became, in September, 1867, an accom-
plithed fa&, fo far as its eftablifiment was concerned, and in January,
1868, it iffued its firft volume.

Although, it is believed, there are at the prefent moment, and have
been in former days, a few fo-called Societies, which to all prattical
intents and purpofes are under individual fupervifion, and follow the
guidance of a fingle dire&ing hand, the Book-Club now inftituted may
claim to be the firft and only enterprife of the kind in this country,
which is not merely oftenfibly but avowedly and fpecifically under
the control of one perfon.  This fyftem, for which the recommenda-
tion of novelty is thus claimed rightly or wrongly, has its advantages
and alfo its difadvantages.

Its advantages appeared to the Promoter at the time—and he muft
confefs that he has feen no reafon to alter his opinion—to confift in
the facilities which are thus afforded of carrying out without reftraint
or interruption the programme fubmitted to the public, or that portion
of the public, at leaft, which isinterefted in fuch matters, and of which
the latter may feem to indicate approval and acceptance by fubfcrip-
tion to the undertaking ; fecondly, the removal of any rifk of thofe
internal differences, which have proved difaftrous to feveral Societies
launched under the moft favourable aufpices; and thirdly, the cen-
tralizing of all refponfibility in one perfon.

On the other hand, a Book-Club condu&ed on this perfonal prin-
ciple labours under certain inconveniences and difadvantages, which,
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fo far from defiring to fhirk, the Editor has every with to make
clear, and generally known. In the firft place, it is an invidious tafk
for any man to afk for feveral hundreds of pounds from thofe to
whom he is, for the moft part, a ftranger, for the purpofe of carrying
out entirely at his own difcretion certain literary defigns, of which the
characer cannot be exaély known to any beyond his own circle of
friends, till it is too late to retrat. Again, a man is apt by this
means, to incur the {ufpicion of putting money into his own pocket,
under the pretence of benefiting others; and however groundlefs and
I muft add prepofterous, fuch an idea may, and would be, intending
fupporters are doubtlefs deterred from coming forward by the con-
fideration in queftion. A third drawback may be, that the Editor is
poflibly engaged in more important purfuits, and that delays may
take place in the producion and diftribution of the volumes forth-
coming and due for the annual fubfeription, or (a ftill worfe con-
tingency) that the work is hurjied and imperfect, while, where the
labour of editorfhip is divided among feveral, greater promptitude and
efficiency are at once fecured.

The editor of the Roxburghe Library does not raife thefe objec-
tions for the fake of anfwering them ; he merely puts down on paper
what he is fully aware has been in fome quarters alleged againft his
projet. To the firft and fecond points one reply may feem fufficient
and fatisfactory. Accompanying thefe remarks will be found a ftate-
ment of accounts for our firft financial year, ending December 31,
1868, from which the Subfcribers will at once perceive that the
Editor has fulfilled his engagements to his {upporters not only with-
out any honorarium or profit, but at a pecuniary facrifice.  With
fomewhat under 100 fubfcribers, he has given three books, of which
two coft upwards of 100/. each, not reckoning Agent’s commiffion.
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The third, which was the firlt in order of time—the «Paris and
Vienne —was a fmaller volume, and proportionably lefs expenfive.
It cannot be difputed, that thefe works might have been produced
more cheaply, if woodcuts had been omitted, and other acceflories
had been difpenfed with ; but it was part of the plan, it may be re-
collected, to reprefent in the Roxburghe Library texts, as clofely as
poflible, the original publication or MS.; and competent tranfcribers,
engravers, and typographers very properly expect the higheft market
price for what they do.

To the third objecion, the beft reply, and perhaps the moft
defirable mode of replying, will be a reference to what has been
achieved, and a candid review, juftifiable by the perfet eafe with
which it is capable of being verified or difproved, of the works which
have been transferred from the editor’s hands to the fhelves of fub-
fcribers, in the courfe of the twelvemonth.

The Roxburghe Library, in the firft year of its exiftence, has re-
printed an unique romance, interefting in itfelf, and alfo of value as
having been printed (and probably tranflated) by Caxton; as a work,
of which no Englith MS. is known; and in a philological refpect.
In the Preface, the Editor endeavoured to colle& all that was known
of the literary hiftory and bibliography of the ftory, and in a few
Notes at the end of the volume, he explained a few obfcure allufions
to the beflt of his ability, and compared the Englifh narrative as
printed by Caxton with the beft French text.

The firft inftalment of the Works of WiLLiam BrownE, the
Devonfhire poet, formed the fecond iffue of laft year. The Editor
had the good fortune to meet with many new biographical fa&s re-
lating to Browne, which, if they did not go fo far as could have been
wifthed towards the folution of ohfcurities and the removal of our un-
certainty, in regard to many leading features in the poet’s life, at
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leaft fupplied fome Jlacune and hithertq mifling dates, and placed
the author of ¢ Britannia’s Paftorals” more clearly and Aumanly
before us. Exception has been taken to the choice of Browne’s
Warks as among the earlieft volumes of the prefent feries ; and the
ground taken, oddly enough, was the cheap rate, at which they were
already procurable. To any one converfant with the fats, it will be
unneceflary to point out how totally this idea proceeds from a mif-
apprehenfion ; for the truth is, that no good edition of Browne, at all
pretending to completenefs and uniformity, either exifts, or has ever
been attempted hitherto; and that the entire body of Browne’s
poetry, including much that has never been collected, and more that
has never been edited in the ftri&t fenfe of the term, is to be found in
the volume already forwarded to {ubfcribers, and in a fecond which
will be in their hands this very fummer, and to be found nowhere elfe.
When it is added, that in thefe writings are fome of the moft de-
lightful compofitions of the kind in our language ; that there MiLToN
met with paflages which fixed themfelves in his ftill greater mind,
and which he has reproduced with added force and new embellifhments,
and that the author of them is believed to have executed nothing
of any confequence after he had paffed his nine-and-twentieth year, we
have faid enough, it is prefumed, in vindication of the {tep here taken.

We have a fecond phenomenon in our carly literature of the
fame fort; but RanporLrH, who died very young, although he far
excelled Browne in fancy and wit, and left behind him the mafterly
and firft-clafs paftoral comedy of Amynras, did not exhibit, or
perhaps poflefs, that genius for delineating the fcenery and pur-
fuits of the country, that grace and fweetnefs of manner, and that
rare chaftity of ftyle, which have very juftly recommended Browne
to attention. Nor, indeed, where the occafion demanded it, has the
Devonthire poet fhown himfelf unequal to higher flights, as the
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