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A series of volumes upon those topics of social, economic, and
industrial interest that are at the present moment foremost in the
public mind.. Each volume is written by an author who is an acknow-
ledged authority upon the subject with which he or she deals, and
who treats his or her question in a thoroughly sympathetic but
impartial manner, with special reference to the historic aspect of the
subject.
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PROBLEMS QOF POVERTY s An Inquiry into the Industrial Condition of the
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MUTUAL THRIFT, Rev. J. Frome WriLkinsoN, M.A., Author of T/e
Friendly Society Movement.

THE COMMERCE OF NATIONS. C. F. BastTaBrLE, LL.D., Professor. of
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THE _FACTORY SYSTEM. R. W. Cooxr-TAYLOR, Author of TVie Modern
Factory System, etc.

[~ WOMEN'S WORK, Lapv DiLkg, AMv BuLLEy, and MARGARET WRITLEY.
THE STATE AND ITS CHILDREN, GERTRUDE TUCKWELL.
MUNICIPALITIES AT WORK. FrEDERICK DoLMAN.

SOCIALISM AND MODERN THOUGHT. M. KaurManN, M.A.

MODERN CIVILISATION IN SOME OF ITS ECONOMIC ASPECTS.
W. Cun~NINGHAM, D.D.

THE HOUSING OF THE WORKING.CLASSES, F. BOWMAKER.
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PREFACE

WHATEVER may be said as to the non-originality of
the idea to which all University and Social Settle-
ments owe their origin, the form in which that idea is
embodied is essentially modern. It has been determined
by those social forces of the Industrial Revolution which
have made the several grades of rich and poor to live in
separate quarters of our large towns. The Settlement is,
therefore, a new feature of our civilisation,- and deserves
a close and careful study, not only as a result in itself, but
as an experiment which contains the possibilities of other
far-reaching results in their turn. In one sense it is more
than an experiment ; it is an accomplished fact. No doubt
it will continue to develop, and it would be rash to predict
that this development will be bounded by the lines which
have already been laid down. But that the Settlements
will go on increasing, both in numbeérs®and in strength,
we are assured by the experience of the thirteen years
and more which have elapsed since the foundation of
Toynbee Hall
The present volume is a contribution to the study of
this movement. Settlement literature in this country is
not large, and will easily bear additions. Besides the
annuai output of reports, etc., there is only, so far as I
v
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