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УДК 94(571)

Everyday Life of Children and Teenagers  
in the Angara Region in 1945-1953 

Snezhana Kovrigina*
Bratsk State University,  

40 Makarenko st., Bratsk, 665709 Russia 1
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Our publication is based on the expeditionary materials of the Research Laboratory of Humanitarian 
Research of the Bratsk State University. The author’s scientific interest is aimed at the research of the 
labour practices in the children’s everyday life in the villages of the Angara Region in 1945-1953. As for 
oral historical sources, which were used, the children labour in kolkhozes, the work at the plot of land 
were the only way of surviving for many families of the Angara Region in the hard post-war years. The 
author is examining the process of transferring the social experience (including the culture of life with 
its regional peculiarity; family’s relationships; using of the ties, which connected adults and children) 
through the labour activity of teenagers.

Keywords: everyday life; oral history; labour practices; children labour; peasantry; Siberia; villages 
of the Angara Region; post-war years; preschoolers; daycare centres; pioneers camps; pioneers; 
school education.
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Point

The research of the different sections of 
the population’s everyday life is one of the most 
relevant trends of the modern historical science. 
Researchers more often appeal to such questions 
as family, marriage, relationships between parents 
and children which form the cultural traditions 
of society. The history of family, in the context 
of which the history of childhood was examined, 
has begun its life since 60s in Russia like in other 
countries. Initially the trend, mentioned above, 
was a subject of ethnographical research. Family 
parentage was under the authority of genealogy. 
The history of family of the newest time 
became the research subject matter of domestic 
sociologists.

In the modern historical science the history 
of family and clan, in Thomas Sokoll’s opinion, 
“presented in different discourses  – from the 
genealogical scheme to the research of it in 
the microhistorical frames,  – is assuming ever 
greater popularity at present” [1, p.25]. In 
domestic historiography the family matter trends 
to subdivide into works concerning to rural 
family or urban one. In recent years the oral 
evidences and the methods of their interpretation 
have become to use more widely in the historical 
research.

Our publication is based on the expeditionary 
materials of the Research Laboratory of 
Humanitarian Research of the Bratsk State 
University. It should be emphasized that many 
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