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PREFACE.

—_—

Tae following Biographies are selected from
the Encyclopzdia Britannica. It was intended
to publish the contributions of Lord Macaulay
in a separate volume when the work was com-
pieted ; but as the lamented and unexpected
death of the noble author cuts off the possibility
of any further contributions, it has been con-
sidered advisable to publish them at once. It
is to be regretted that they have not been again
revised Dby the author as he intended, before
they appeared in a separate volume; but as
they were carefully corrected by him when
passing through the press for the Encyclopeedia,
there is ground for believing that they would
have required little alteration. When these
articles were written for the Encyclopadia
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