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Source: Figuier L. Les Nouvelles Conquétes de la science. L'Electricité. Paris:
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185 years ago, in 1839, Russian electrical engineer Boris Semyonovich Jacobi
built a 28-foot motorboat with an electric motor of his design powered by
rechargeable batteries. The vessel was carrying 14 passengers along the Neva
River against the current at a speed of three miles per hour. The Jacobi engine
became the first electric motor in history suitable for practical use.



