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‘Athletic Library

Anticipating the present ten-
dency of the American people
toward a healthful method of living
and enjoyment, Spalding’s Athletic
Library was established in 1892 for
the purpese of encouraging ath-
letics in every form, not only by
publishing the official rules and
records pertaining to the various
pastimes, but also by instructing,
until to-day Spalding’s Athletic
Library is unique in its own par-
ticular field and has been conceded
the greatest educational series on
athletic and physical training sub-
jects that has ever been compiled.

The publication of a distinet
series of books devoted to athletie
sports and pastimes and designed
to occupy the premier place in
America in its class was an early
idea of Mr. A. G. Spalding, who
was one of the first in America

i 3 to publish a handbook devoted to

A. G. SPALDING athletic sports, Spalding’s Official

Base Ball Guide being ithe initial

" number, which was followed at intervals with other handbooks on the
sports prominent in the *70s.

Spalding’s Athletic Library has had the advice and counsel of Mr. A. G.
Spalding in all of its undertakings, and particularly in all books devoted
to the national game. This applies especially to Spalding’s Official
Base Ball Guide and Spalding’s Official Base Ball Record, both of which
receive the personal attention of Mr. A. G. Spalding, owing to his early
connection with the game as the leading pitcher of the champion Boston
and Chicago teams of 1872-76. His interest does not stop, however, with
matters pertaining to base ball; there is not a sport that Mr. Spalding
does not make it his business to become familiar with, and that the
Library will always maintain its premier place, with Mr. Spalding’s able
counsel at hand, goes without saying.

The entire series since the issue of the first number has been under
the direct personal supervision of Mr. James E. Sullivan, President
of the American Sports Publishing Company, and the total series of
consecutive numbers reach an aggregate of considerably over three
hundred, included in which are many “‘annuals,”” that really constitute
the history of their particular sport in America year by year, back copies
of which are even now eagerly sought for, constituting as they do the
really first authentic records of events and official rules that have ever
been consecutively compiled.

When Spalding’s Athletic Library was founded, seventeen years ago,
track and field athletics were practically unknown outside the larger
colleges and a few athletic clubs in the leading cities, which gave occa-
sional meets, when an entry list of 250 cor.petitors was a subject of com-.
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an advocate of class contests in athletics in the schools could not get a
hearing. To-day we find the greatest body of athletes in the world is
the Public Schools Athletic League of Greater New York, which has had
an entry list at its annual games of over two thousand, and in whose
“elementary series’” in base ball last year 106 schools competed for the
trophy emblematic of the championship.

While Spalding’s Athletic Library cannot claim that the rapid growth

of athletics in this country is due to it solely, the fact cannot be denied
that the books have had a great deal to do with its encouragement, by
printing the official rules and instructions for playing the various games
at a nominal price, within the reach of everyone, with the sole object
that its series might be complete and the one place where a person
could look with absolute certainty for the particular book in which he
might be interested.
“In selecting the editors and writers for the various books, the lead-
ing authority in his particular line has been obtained, with the result
that no collection of books on athletic subjects can compare with
Spalding’s Athletic Library for the prominence of the various authors
and their ability to present their subjects in a thorough and practical
manner.

A short sketch of a few of those fvho have edited some of the lead-
ing numbers of Spalding’s Athletic Library is given herewith:

JAMES E. SULLIVAN

President American Sports Publishing Com=~
pany; entered the publishing house of Frank
Leslie in 1878, and has been connected continu=-
ously with the publishing business since then
and also as athletic editor of various New
York papers; was a competing athlete; one of
the organizers of the Amateur Athletic Union
of the United States; has been actively on ita
board of governors since its organization until
the present time, and President for two suc-
cessive terms; has attended every champion=
ship meeting in America since 1879 and has officiated in some capacity in
connection with American amateur championships track and field games
for nearly twenty-five years; assistant American director Olympic Games,
Paris, 1900; director Pan-American Exposition athletic department, 1901;
chief department physical culture Louisiana Purchase Exposition, St.
Louis, 1904; secretary American Committee Olympic Games, at Athens,
1906; honorary director of Athletics at Jamestown Exposition, 1907; secre-
tary American Committee Olympic Games, at London, 1908; member of
the Pastime A. C., New York: honorary member Missouri A. C., St. Louis;
honorary member Olympic A. C., San Francisco; ex-president Pastime
A. C., New Jersey A.C., Knickerbocker A.C.; president Metropolitan
Association of the A. A. U. for fifteen years; president Outdoor Recrea-
tion League; with Dr. Luther H. Gulick organized the Public Schools
Athletic League of New York, and is now chairman of its games commit-
tee and member executive committee; was a pioneer in playground work
and one of the organizers of the Outdoor Recreation League of New York;
appointed by President Roosevelt as special commissioner to the Olympic
Games at Athens, 1906, and decorated by King George I. of the Hellenes
(Greece) for his services in connection with the Olympie Games; ap-
pointed special commissioner by President Roosevelt to the Olympie
Gameg D b Glellan, 1908, as membey
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or quarter of a century Mr. Walter Camp
of Yale has occupied a leading position in col-
lege athletics. Itisimmaterial what organiza-
tion is suggested for college athleties, or for
the betterment of conditions, insofar as college
athletics ig concerned, Mr. Camp has always
played an important part in its conferences,
and the great interest in and high plane of
college sport to-day, are undoubtedly due more
to Mr. Camp than to any other individual. Mr.
Camp has probably written more on college
athletics than any other writer and the leading papers and maga-
zines of America are always anxious to secure his expert opinion on foot
ball, track and field athletics, base ball and rowing. Mr. Camp has grown
up with Yale athletics and is a part of Yale’s remarkable athletic system,
While he has been designated as the ““Father of Foot Ball,” it is a well
known fact that during his college career Mr. Camp was regarded as one
of the best players that ever represented Yale on the base ball field, so
when we hear of Walter Camp as a foot ball expert we must also remem-
ber his remarkable knowledge of the game of base ball, of which heis a
great admirer. Mr. Camp has edited Spalding’s Official Foot Ball Guide
since it was first published, and also the Spalding Athletic Library book
on How to Play Foot Ball. There is certainly no man in American collega
gfe better qualified to write for Spalding’s Athletic Library than Mr,

amp.

DR. LUTHER HALSEY GULICK

The leading exponent of physical training
in America; one who has worked hard to im-
press the value of physical training in the
schools; when physical training was combined
with education at the St. Louis Exposition in
1904 Dr. Gulick played an important part in
that congress; he received several awards for
his good work and had many honors conferred
upon him; he is the author of a great many
books on the subject; it was Dr. Gulick, who,
acting on the suggestion of James E. Sullivan,
urganized the Public Schools Athletic League of Greater New York, and
was its first Secretary; Dr. Gulick was also for several years Director of
Physical Training in the public schools of Greater New York, resigning
the position to assume the Presidency of the Playground Association of
America. Dr. Gulick is an authority on all subjects pertaining to phys-
ical training and the study of the child.

JOHN B. FOSTER

Successor to the late Henry Chadwick
(“Father of Base Ball”’) as editor of Spald-~
ing’s Official Base Ball Guide; sporting editor
of the New York Evening Telegram; has
been in the newspaper business for many
years and is recognized throughout America
as a leading writer on the national game; a
staunch supporter of organized base ball,
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President of gue of
Base Ball Clubs; one of the best known base
ball men of the country; known from coast
to coast; is a keen follower of the game and
prominent in all its councils; nearly half a
century ago was one of America’s foremost
players; knows the game thoroughly and
writes from the point of view both of player
and an official.

HARRY PHILIP BURCHELL

Sporting editor of the New York Times;
graduate of the University of Pennsylvania;
editor of Spalding’s Official Lawn Tennis
Annual; isan authority on the game; follows
the movements of the players minutely and
understands not only tennis but all other sub-
jects that can be classed as athletics; no one
is better qualified to edit this book than Mr.
Burchell,

GEORGE T. HEPBRON

Former Young Men’s Christian Association
director; for many years an official of the
Athletic League of Young Men’s Christian
‘Associations of North America; was con,
nected with Dr. Luther H. Gulick in Young
Men’s Christian Association work for over
twelve years; became identified with basket
ball when it was in its infancy and has fol-
lowed it since, being recognized as the lead-
ing exponent of the official rules; succeeded
Dr. Gulick as editor of the Official Basket Ball
Guide and also editor of the Spalding Athletic Library book on How to
Play Basket Ball.

JAMES S. MITCHEL

Former champion weight thrower; holder
of numerous records, and is the winner of
more championships than any other individual
in the history of sport; Mr. Mitchel is a close
student of athletics and well qualified to write
upon any topic connected with athletic sport;
has been for years on the staff of the New
York Sun.
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The world’s most famous athletic trainer;
the champion athletes that he has developed
for track and field sports, foot ball and base ball
fields, would run into thousands; he became
famous when at Yale University and has
been particularly successful in developing
what might be termed championship teams;
his rare good judgment has placed him in an
enviable position in the athletic world; now
with the University of Pennsylvania; dur-
ing his career has trained only at two col-
leges and one athletic club, Yale and the
University of Pennsylvania and Detroit Athletic Club; his most recent
triumph was that of training the famous American team of athletes
that swept the field at the Olympic Games of 1908 at London.

DR. C. WARD CRAMPTON

Succeeded Dr. Gulick as director of physical
training in the schools of Greater New York:
as secretaty of the Public Schools Athletic
League is at the head of the most remarkable
organization of its kind in the world; is a
practical athlete and gymnast himself, and
has been for years connected with the physi-
cal training system in the schools of Greater
New York, having had charge of the High
School of Commerce.

DR. GEORGE J. FISHER

Has been connected with Y. M. C. A. work
for many years as physical director at Cincin-
nati and Brooklyn, where he made such a high
reputation as organizer that he was chosen to
succeed Dr. Luther H. Gulick as Secretary of
the Athletic League of Y. M. C. A.’s of North
America, when the latter resigned to take
charge of the physical training in the Public
Schools of Greater New York,

DR. GEORGE ORTON

On athletics, college athleties, particularly
track and field, foot ball, soccer foot ball. and
training of the youth, it would be hard to find
one better qualified than Dr. Orton; has had
the necessary athletic experience and the
ability to impart that experience intelligently
to the youth of the land; for years was the
American, British and Canadian champion
urme. ~
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