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Based on the classic for the Russian children’s psychology attitudes about the contradiction of the ideal
form and the level of somatic organization of a child, the idea about the causes of the development,
as the question why when you reach certain key points of development, the process does not stop and
does not turn into the functioning according to the already known schemes, but develops further,
is researched and developed. It is alleged that the development of an action as the development
of the world has two focusing and two completions. Firstly, the completion of the development in
the construction of an individual action and, secondly, its completion in the construction of the
combined, mutual action. The importance of realizing that mediacy — transferring samples — is not
completed by the formation of the separate cultural skills, but finds its fullness by being included into
the management of the nature of movement, finding its rhythm and measure — the step of development,
is emphasized.

Keywords: activity, the source of activity, action, subjectivity, the model, the driving forces of
development.

The original question Later, having developed a well-known

The subject of the driving forces is the
key subject for all the classical theories and
all the periodizations of ontogeny. In Soviet
psychology the key thesis about driving force,
the source and the conditions of development
are presented in the book by D.B. Elkonin
“Child Psychology”, published in 1960. These
thesis concerns leading activity as the driving
force of child’s development, the environment —
the medium of ideal forms (cultural norms) —
as the source of development and the level of
somatic organization of a child as a condition of
development (Elkonin, 1960: p. 16 — 19).

*  Corresponding author E-mail address: belconin@bk.ru
! © Siberian Federal University. All rights reserved

periodization of ontogeny, D.B. Elkonin added
his own ideas about the driving forces of
development. He stated that the driving force of
the deployment of activities, and, consequently,
the driving force of development is the difference
(inconsistency, contradiction) of motivational-
semantic and operational-technical aspects
of activity, in other words mismatch and the
problematic relationship between the meaning
and the mode of action (Elkonin, 1989: p. 490).
The thesis about the essential contradictions
of the meaning and the mode of action requires

clarification of the question about the driving
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