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PREFACE.

—_—

Tars volume has been issued to meet the wishes of those who
desire to possess, in a permanent form, letters which once
yielded them pleasure and instruction. On their first publica-
tion these letters were reprinted by daily and weekly Journals
throughout the kingdom, and may, without exaggeration, be
affirmed to have been more widely reproduced than any com-
munications ever despatched from fields of battle. Of a large
proportion of them, it may be said, that they were welcomed by
the public as affording the earliest, fullest, and most specific
information at critical moments of the campaign, and if it
should further be found that these same letters, hastily
written in the bivouae, on the field of victory, or in some hovel
on the line of retreat, have at the same time the merit of being
among the most vivid and truthful pictures of war that have
at any time been offered to the public, the popula.nty they have
attained would be accounted for.

Owing to the large number of the Special Correspondents
whose letters are now republished, and in order that each of
them may have credit for his own labours, a conventional sign
has been appropriated to each correspondent and prefixed to
his letters, by which his writings may be distinguished.

«Damwy News” OFFICE, BOUVERIE STREET,
December, 1877.


http://rucont.ru/efd/116319
http://rucont.ru/efd/116319
http://rucont.ru/efd/116319
http://rucont.ru/efd/116319

[] ~ ~ v

CONTENTS.

CHAPTER I
THE DIPLOMATIC PERIOD,

The Insurrection in the Herzegovina.—The Consular Commission.—The
Andrassy Note.—The Berlin Memorandum.—The Bulgarian Massacres.
—The Servian War.—The Conference.—The Protocol.—The Russian
Declaration of War.—Lord Derby’s Protest . . . . .

CHAPIER IL
PREPARATIONS FOR WAR.

The Ottoman Army.—Fortresses of the Danube.—Turkish Line of Defence.
—Abdul Kerim, the Ottoman Generalissimo.—The Russiansat Kische-
nefl,. —Naval Power of Turkey.—The Russian Black Sea Fleet.—The
Emperor Alexander's Address to his Army.—The Defences of Varna .

CHAPTER IIIL
CROSSING THE FRONTIF.RS.

Entry of the Russians into Roumania.—Advance of the Army of the Cau-
casus.—Seizure of the Barbosch Bridge.—Occupation of Galatz.—
Compulsory Departure of Foreign Shipping. —The Cossack of the Don.
—Special Character of the Campaign.—Composition of the Army of
Occupation—Geuneral Nepokoitchitsky, Chief of the Russian Staff .

CHAPTER 1IV.
THE RUSSIANS IN ROUMANIA.

Destruction of a Turkish Turret Ship on tbe Danube.—A Torpedo Expedi-
tion.—Destruction of another Turkish Ship of War.—Narrative of the
Russian Officers concerned.—Speedy Reward of Merit in the Russian
Army,—Braila in War-time.—Facilities for a Crossing at Braila.—A
Tour with Prince Charles of Roumania.—Russian Regimental Singers.
—A Military Improvvisatore.—A Dancing Corporal.—Break-down of a
Bridge. —~General Skobeleff and his Extraordinary Career.—A Prin-e
in the Ranks,—The Fortress of Rustchuk.—Character of the Turkish
Common Soldier . . . . .

[] ~ ~ v

PAGE

61


http://rucont.ru/efd/116319
http://rucont.ru/efd/116319
http://rucont.ru/efd/116319
http://rucont.ru/efd/116319

[] ~ ~ v

CONTENTS.

CHAPTER V.

THE ASIATIC CAMPAIGN.

Capture of Ardahan.—Condition of Mukhtar Pacha’s Army.—Its Weakness

and want of necessary Supplies.—Want of Cavalry.—Circassians and
Kurds.—State of the Turkish Fortifications.—A Military Punishment.
—A Turkish Village.—An unexpected Visit,—Public Opinion on the
War.—Turkish Military Hospital. —Mukhtar Pacha’s Intelligence De-
partment.—Hairy Moses and his Assistants. —Turkish Expedition to
the Abhasian Coast.—Destruction of Sukhum Kaleh.—Landing of
Troops. —Insurrection of the Tribes.—The Prince of Mingrelia . .

CHAPTER VI.

THE EVE OF THE CROSSING.

Rustchuk and Giurgevo.—Skobeleff’s Straw-cannons.—The Cossacks and

their Customs.—A War Observatory.—A Reconnaissance on the Da-
nube.—Marching Powers of the Russian Soldiers.—Life under Shell-
Fire.—A Hunt for a Spy.—The Russian Ariillery.—Russian Light and
Heavy Horse.—The Russian Lines of Advance Compared.—Osman
Pacha at Widdin . . . . . . . . . .

CHAPTER VIIL

THE FIRST PASSAGE OF THE DANUBE.

Mystification of the Turks at Rustehuk.—A Successful Torpedo-laying Ex-

Th

©

pedition mistaken for a Repulsed Attack.—Starting for the Campaign.
—A Field Equipage.—A Search for the General. —The Russian Soldier
on the March.—Brilliant Gathering at Alexandra.—Crossing of the
Danube at Galatz.—The Bridge at Braila.—The Departure from Ga-
latz.—Landing at Matchin.—Fighting with Turks and Circassians.—
Tuspection of a Torpedo-launch.—A. Visit to Matehin.—Preparation
for the Second Crossing.—The Suite of any Emperor.—A Princely
Escort.—Disappearance of the Commander-in-Chief . . . .

CHAPTER VIIL
THE CROSSING AT SIMNITZA,

Point of Passage.—Banks of the Danube at Simnitza and Sistova ~—
General Dragomiroff’s Plan.—The Turks on the Watch —Embarkation
of General Yolchine’s Troops.—The Passage opposed.—The Turkish
Shell and Rifle Fire. —Russian Losses.—Landing of Yolchine’s Brigade.
—Tenacity of the Turkish Artillery.—Battle on the Slo pes.—Appear-
ance of a Turkish Monitor.—Continuance of the Crossing,.—An Hour's
Fight of a Monitor with Four Torpedo Launches . . . e

[] ~ ~ v

PAGE

120

154

191


http://rucont.ru/efd/116319
http://rucont.ru/efd/116319
http://rucont.ru/efd/116319
http://rucont.ru/efd/116319

