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Preface

This book has an aim to assist the students of foreign language departments in their 

study of the fundamentals of Modern English Lexicology. The book is based on the course 

of lectures in English Lexicology and fully meets the requirements of the programme in 

the subject. It includes the material about the English word and its structure, about the 

complex  nature  of  the  word’s  meaning,  about  homonyms,  synonyms  and  antonyms, 

phraseological units, lexicography and some other aspects of English lexicology.

Each chapter of the book contains some theoretical problems to be discussed, the list 

of  definitions  of  the  main  notions  to  remember,  practical  tasks  for  seminars  and 

independent work to be analyzed and a brief list of recommended literature.  In appendices 

students  will  find  supplementary  materials  intended for  gaining additional  information 

about the vocabulary resources of Modern English, stylistic peculiarities of its vocabulary, 

word-building elements. Students are also given the list of questions for revision and a 

self-assessment test which will help them to prepare for the exam in the course of English 

lexicology.

The authors hope that the book will help students to be word-conscious, to be able 

to guess the meaning of words they come across from the meanings of morphemes, to be 

able to recognize the origin of this or that lexical unit.
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